
Dates to Remember  

10/6  3rd Gr. OAT -reading; PTA 

Mtg., 10 AM  

10/7 -9 4th gr. CogAT  

10/8  Gr. 4/125 -Swimming  

10/10  Sally Foster ends 

10/13  Gr. 4/125 -Swimming  

10/15  Gr. 4/125 -Swimming; Go 

Green Mtg.  

10/17  NEOEA Day 

NO SCHOOL 

10/20  In-Service Day  

NO SCHOOL 

10/21  Bd of Education Mtg./7:00  

10/22  Gr. 4/125 -Swimming; Bagels 

for Dads 8:00 (A-L); Market 

Day pickup 5:30 -6:30 

10/23  Bagels for Dads 8:00 (M-Z); 

Book Fair 4:30-8:00; Confer-

ences 4:30-8:05 

10/24  K-Kids mtg.  

10/26  Dare/Care week  

10/28  Dare/Care Assembly; Acme 

Receipts begins  

10/31  Halloween Parties, 2:30  

End of First Grading Period  

Dear Fort Island Family,  

 

 Another exciting school year has started and it is wonderful to see all of the chil-

dren back in the building!  There is something about the crisp fall air, leaves changing 

color, and the smell of crayons that helps me remember how much I enjoyed going to 

school was when I was a child and why I became a teacher.  

 I need to express a Fort Island thank you to our PTA.  Their participation and 

support for our school allowed us to purchase five more Smartboards and projectors for 

our classrooms at Fort Island Primary School.  Our teachers will be attending training to 

fine-tune their skills in developing and presenting engaging lessons using this special 

technology.  Be sure to ask your children to share what they are learning.  If you have not 

already done so, please consider signing up and being a part of our PTA.  They exist to 

serve our students and they do it well!  

 Election years offer unique teaching and learning opportunities for all of us and 

this year may be more important than ever.  No matter who wins, history will be made 

for the United States!  Take time to discuss the issues in an age appropriate manner with 

your child and listen to their questions.  Investigate the candidates together and invest 

some time in developing your childõs knowledge and citizenship skills.  I am always 

amazed at how insightful young people can be when I take the time to really listen to 

them. 

 Enjoy the beautiful Fall weather and do not forget to read to your child every 

day!  

Principalõs Corner . . . Mr. Whitaker 
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The After School Programs committee is hard at work organizing the Fall 

schedule.   The Fall session will begin on Monday October 13th and run for 6 
weeks. Thanks in advance for all the Instructor response.   We have some great 

talent to offer our Fort Island students.  

Keep checking those backpacks as class sign -ups will be coming home soon!   

Hospitality  
Thanks to all who came out to Open House on August 24th as the kids got to visit 

their classrooms and meet their new teachers.  We appreciate your patience in 

waiting in the popcorn line.  The kids seemed  to really enjoy it!   We hope every-

one has a great school year!  

  

Camille Bendick, Sharon Dente, and Stacy Eager  

Dare/Care dates are as follows October 26 -31 2008.  

The Assembly will be October 28th at 2p.m.  

subject Character Education.  

PTA Website address is 
www.fortislandpta.org .  If you would like 
something posted on the website please 
email it to me at vince_fonte@hotmail.com 

Points of Interest  

Needed  

- sweat pants of all sizes  

- needed in schools office  

http://www.fortislandpta.org
mailto:vince_fonte@hotmail.com


Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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Acme Community Cash Back program  
begins on September 28!!!!!  

When shopping at Acme please remember to save your receipts and send them to school with your 

child in an envelope marked òACME RECEIPTSó, have your child place the envelope in the box 

marked Acme Receipts.   This is an easy way for the Fort Island PTA to raise money to fund valuable 

equipment and programs for our children!!!! PLEASE PARTICIPATE ! Jennifer Matheos, Chair  

Acme  

Receipt  

Sally Foster fundraiser will be coming home  

September 26 and will run through October 10 . 

 
The catalog has lots of wonderful items and all priced $20.00 or less. 
Please help make this the best fundraiser ever! We are raising money to 
purchase instructional technology for the classrooms. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Fort Island PTA  

Welcome back to school! Just as your children have jumped into their school work, so has PTA with our volunteer opportu-

nities. Thank you to those who have volunteered in the classroom and the many PTA events so far at Fort Island.      It has 

been wonderful to see so many new faces. I invite you to do what your schedule allows you to do through out the school 

year. Visit www.fortislandpta.org  to see how. I encourage you to get involved in your childõs school work. Know what 

home work needs done, when there is a test or quiz to study for. Developing good study habits now, will set them up for a 

life time of learning. PTA wants you to know we are here for you and your family. If you are experiencing hard times, 

please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Whitaker and PTA will be there for you.  

 

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

*  To the Hospitality  chairs Camille Bendick, Sharon Dente and Stacy Eager  for the Open House refreshments  

*  To the Walking Club  volunteers, for encouraging the students to keep on walking  

*  To the Volunteer/Room Coordinators Blair Lampner, Javan Rench and Jamie Signorino for organizing the  

    classroom helpers and PTA volunteer lists  

*   To the Membership chair Chantal Ergh  for her diligence in increasing our PTA membership, we are getting there  

*  To the Grandparent Day chair Kathy Harbaugh  for three days of  special time students had with their grandparents  

*  To our Baking committee  for providing such wonderfully tasty baked goods for Grandparents Days  

*  To the DIBLES  volunteers Liz Timm, Meghan Gehring, Nicole Gerst and Kathryn Milligan  for escorting the  

    1st and 2nd graders to the test   

*  To the Reflection  chairs Susan Stranberg and Joanne Caton -Frank for beginning this art education program  

*  To  the After School Program chair Stacy Eager  for putting together some exciting programs  

*  To the Room Helpers  for giving up their time in the classrooms  

*   To the Picture Day volunteers for combing the bed head and fly away hair of all of the students  

 

A special THANK YOU to the Moms, Dads and Grandparents who have become a PTA members   

     òGO GREEN and LEANó 

- recycle   -  down size sweets  

- reuse      -  more fruit/veggies  

  Thank you for your support!  

http://www.fortislandpta.org/
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BAGELS FOR DADS  

 

October 22, 2007 (A -L)  8:00 a.m. -9:00 a.m.  

October 23, 2007 (M -Z)  8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

 

Mark your calendars now and come and  

 enjoy the morning with your children.   

Birthday Book Club  -  
 

Many thanks to all who joined the Birthday Book Club.   The 

money that was donated will be used to expand the school 

library with many new exciting books.   So far we have 

had 127 kids join this year.   Wow!   We have also raised  $742 

to date.   We appreciate your participation.   If you would still 

like to join it is not too late!   Just let us know and we can get 

your child signed up!  

  

Camille Bendick and Sharon Dente  

We have had an awesome 1st month of school and box top clipping!  We have collected over 

$307 in box tops. Please continue reading for a list of the current promotions being offered 

through the month of October:  

 

Target submission form ð each submission form that is turned in allows us to receive 30 free 

box tops, which amounts to $3.  We have already received in 34 sheets so we have earned 

$102 for Fort Island. All submissions need to be turned in by Friday October 24, 2008.  If you 

donõt have a form, please send your box tops in a bag with your name and address.  We will fill out a form for you so 

that we may collect our free box tops!  

 

Å We are also looking for names and addresses so that we may fill out submission forms for the hundreds of box 

tops that we have with no submission form attached.  If you are willing to share this information please send me 

an email.  All information will be kept confidential.  

Å Drawing for a 1GB USB Flash Drive ð Each submission that has at least 10 box tops will place the student into the 

drawing.  All submissions need to be turned in by Friday October 24, 2008.   

Å Giant Eagle Bonus Box Tops ð For the month of October 2008, buy 5 participating brands with your advantage 

card and instantly receive 20 bonus box tops at the register.  

Å Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and we will receive 5 bonus box tops for each registration.  Go to 

www.btfe.com/2008 for additional information.  

 

I would like to thank Theresa Rowe  and Connie Tyree  for their wonderful help in collecting donations for future draw-

ings that we will tell you about later!  

 

Parents:  Please make sure that the student(s) name and room number are on all submission that are to be included in 

this drawing.  Please donõt hesitate to contact me with any questions.   

 

Thank you for your continued support!!                    

 

Donna Collins   BTFE Coordinator   Djcollins34@yahoo.com  

Box Tops for Education! 
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Thank you  
To all of the following individuals who donated baked goods for Grandparents' Day. Echo King, Kim Jatich, Beth 

Kirk, Amy Dawson, Karin Chen, Lamar Ostich, Liz Timm, Kathryn Milligan, Laura Fahringer,Tammy 

Eblen,Belinda Darr,Sue Giglotti,Lori Kenyon,Beth Cook,Javan Rench,Caroline Evans, Christine Brucken, 

Meghan Gehring,Roshinee Perera and Teri Hamsher.  

 

You really helped to make this event extra special !!!   

Kelly VanScyoc, Baking Chair 

Grandparents/Silver Friends Day  

 
On September 17 th, 18th, and 19th, we honored our Fort Island grandparents/silver friends with breakfast.  In keep-

ing with the spirit of theme this year of òGo Green, Go Lean,ó we did not serve donuts, as in the past.  Instead, we 

had fruit, bagels and baked goods.  Einstein Bagel Brothers donated bagels, and the Baking Committee baked 

muffins and breads.  We had coffee donated from Starbucks.  Giant Eagle also gave us a very generous discount 

on the purchase of our fruit.  During this three day event, we also recycled and composted, all that we could.  By 

doing this over the three days, we saved over 24 barrels of garbage.  Ms Sheppard spoke of the many volunteer 

opportunities for our grandparents/silver friends at the school.  It is a great way to get involved and stay involved 

in our childrenõs lives and school.  Each day, we had about 200 hundred people attend, which filled our gym for all 

three days.  This shows what great support and involvement we have with our Fort Island students.  Students also 

had the opportunity to show off their classrooms and their wonderful teachers that they have been bragging 

about.  I want to extend a big thank you to all of the PTA volunteers who gave their time and effort in this three day 

event.  It takes many people and many hours of time to put on these events.  I also want to thank all who attended 

and all of the teachers and staff.  

 

Kathy Harbaugh  

Grandparents Day Chair  

NEWS  

 

y8DKBNLD #@BJx SN @KK NTQ BTRSNLDQR @MC @ FQD@S AHF y8DKBNLDx SN NTQ MDV BTRSNLDQR SGHR LNMSG{  

 

Market Day is a delicious way to raise money so that the PTA can provide education programs and activities for our chil-

CQDMq  5GD ENNC HR QDRS@TQ@MS PT@KHSX @MC PTHBJ @MC D@RX SN OQDO@QD ENQ SGD yE@RS O@BDCx E@LHKHDR SG@S VD @QDq  #D RTQD SN 

check out the next flyer that will come home in the back packs the first week of October and give Market Day a try, we 

know you will like it!  

 

SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL IS EASY!! 

 

If you have any questions please contact me. 

 

Kathleen Mozik 

330 -670 -9857 or  

kmozik@aol.com  
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K -Kids  
 

K-Kids is a volunteer group sponsored by the Kiwanis of Fairlawn.  The motto of the group is "We Build."   Fort Is-
land School offers this group to 3rd and 4th grade students.  At this time we are limiting the group to 30 students, as 

this is the first full year that we are offering this program.  If you have a 3rd or 4th grade child who would like to join 

there are still a few openings.  Throughout the year, the children will have a chance to develop leadership skills as 

they accomplish volunteerism through community service.  Each child is asked to pay  $3 dues if able.  This will 

help to support projects that the students will work on throughout the year.  We are pleased and thankful to an-

nounce that the Fairlawn Kiwanis has honored us with a $500 grant.  This will truly help to open the doors to many 

more ways these children can do good in our community.  Mr. Whitaker brought this program to Fort Island last 

year and this year we will become a fully chartered group.  We hope to celebrate this accomplishment in October.  

 

If your child is interested in developing leadership skills and learning to help others in our community we would 

love to have them join.  The meetings are once a month on Friday after school.  Throughout the year, we will have 

optional volunteer opportunities at various other times as well.  Our  fall meetings are as follows:  Friday Septem-

ber 26, October 24, November 21.    We are looking forward to helping Fort Island children as they help others in 
our community.  

 

Mindy Beck, Lisa Consillio, Kristine Fonte and Blair Lampner         

Fort Island Book Fair  

Soma! Ota! Kua! Read! Dream! Grow! The library has been going bananas preparing for the 

Scholastic Book Fair Safari. The fair will be open in the school lobby/gym during all three of the 

Parent/Teacher conferences --Sept. 25, Oct. 23, and Nov. 6 from 4:30 to 8:00. I would like to 

thank the "herd" that has made this fair possible: Rene Wells, Echo King, Javan Rench, Kathy 

Deagan, Jennifer Matheos, Erin Grosenbaugh, Becca Borrell, Elyssa Hilton, Julie Rovelli, 

Carolyn Bousfield, and possibly more!  

Don't monkey around, journey on over to the book Fair Safari!  

Jami Brookhart, library coordinator  

 Fortislandpictures@gmail.com  is the email address to submit ALL school related photos. Please include 

information about the activity  (party, Teacher, club etc), people  in the photos and the date (approx is fine).   There is no limit to 

the number of pics you may submit - submission is not a guarantee that they will appear in Yearbook.  

 

 

 All cardboard is accepted in the cardboard recycling bin (cereal boxes, packing boxes, cake mix boxes etc).   Not just the 

corrugated type.   The cardboard MAY NOT have foodstuff residue on it.  

 

Thanks, 

Robynne McKee  (yearbook co -chair)   

mailto:Fortislandpictures@gmail.com
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Go Green Update  
 

 The Go Green Club held its first meeting of the year on September 17.  We were 25 strong and welcomed many new 

members.  

 Many students saw the movie, òWall-E,ó over the summer.  (If you have not yet seen the movie, consider renting it and 

watching it with your children!)  The premise of the movie is that, in the not -too-distant future, humans have polluted the eart h to 

the point that it is uninhabitable.  The Go Green students discussed that this scenario òcouldó happen, but is still preventable  if 

we take steps now to protect our environment and conserve our natural resources.   

 We brought the topic of conservation close to home by discussing how we can make our school lunch boxes more eco -

friendly.  Some suggestions included using re -usable containers for sandwiches and snacks, making fruit juice from con-

centrate and packing it in reusable bottles, and avoiding single serving size snacks and desserts, which are over -

package and produce unnecessary waste.  (Some of the parents present really liked the re -usable sandwich bag available 

from www.wrap -n-mat.com.)  

 The students also made flyers which will be handed out to carpool parents, encouraging them to turn off their engines 

during long waits in the carpool line.   

 Many thanks to Debbie Forster and the Grandparentsõ Day volunteers who spent the extra time and effort to separate the 

plastic, paper, and food waste produced at their event, to prepare it for responsible disposal.  All the plastic was taken fo r r ecy-

cling, while the food waste was taken to a compost bin.  The paper trash, unfortunately, had to be thrown away, but no non -

biodegradable Styrofoam was used for the event.   

 Go Green meets on the third Wednesday of each month, at school, from 3:45 to 5:00 PM.  If you have not yet registered 

your child but would like to, you may do so by calling Beth Britton at 330 -864-6983, or emailing BTBritt@aol.com.  Here are the 

meeting dates for this year:  October 15, November 19, December 17, January 21, February 18, March 18, April 15, and May 20.   

 Here are some ways that you and your family can support Go Green:   

�‡ �'�U�R�S���\�R�X�U���H�P�S�W�\���S�U�L�Q�W�H�U���L�Q�N���F�D�U�W�U�L�G�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���´�&�D�V�K���I�R�U���&�D�U�W�U�L�G�J�H�V�µ���U�H�F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���E�L�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�Q�H�D�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���L�Q��
the lobby.  

�‡ �5�H�F�\�F�O�H���H�P�S�W�\���J�O�X�H���V�W�L�F�N�V���D�Q�G���J�O�X�H���E�R�W�W�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���(�O�P�H�U�·�V���*�O�X�H���&�U�H�Z���E�R�[���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�E�E�\�� 

�‡ Recycle waste paper, cardboard, and paperboard (such as cereal boxes, tissue boxes, etc) in the big green 
dumpster in the school parking lot.  (Thanks, Mr. Whitaker, for bringing this to our school!)  

�‡ Turn off your engine while waiting in the carpool line before dismissal.  You will save money and keep pollut-
ants out of the air.  

�‡ �6�Z�H�D�U���R�I�I���E�X�\�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U���E�R�W�W�O�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���J�U�R�F�H�U�\���V�W�R�U�H�������$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���´�*�R���*�U�H�H�Q�����/�L�Y�H���5�L�F�K���µ���E�R�W�W�O�H�G���Z�D�W�H�U���F�R�V�W�V���X�S��
�W�R���������������W�L�P�H�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�U���I�D�X�F�H�W�������+�H�U�H�·�V���W�K�H���N�L�F�N�H�U�³ often, that expensive bottled water is just 

tap water with a fancy label.  Plus, many of those plastic bottles end up in the landfill, rather than the recycling 

center.  Do the Earth, and your wallet, a favor, and carry a refillable water bottle .   

Drawing by  

Macy McAdams, 4th grade 


