
Dates to Remember  

11/3  Swimming Gr. 4/127  

Student Election Day  

11/4  Election Day  

11/5  Swimming Gr. 4/126  

Picture Retakes 

11/6  Conferences 4:30 -8:00 p.m. 

Book Fair 4:30-8:00 p.m. 

11/7  Grade Cards Home  

11/10  Swimming Gr. 4/127  

PTA Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

11/11  Veteranõs Day Program -

10:30 a.m. 

11/12  Swimming Gr. 4/126  

11/17  Swimming Gr. 4/127  

Reflection Art Show 6:30-7:30 

11/18  Board of Education Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

11/19  Market Day 5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Go Green Mtg.  

11/21  K-Kids Mtg.  

4th Gr. Mickey Mouse Day  

11/27  Thanksgiving Day/NO 

SCHOOL 

11/28  Fall Break/NO SCHOOL  
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Dear Fort Island Family,  

 

 It has been a beautiful fall here at Fort Island and your children have 

been very busy!  Farm field trips, nature hikes, Peace Day, Red Ribbon Week, 

and special breakfasts with Grandparents and Fatherõs have made this a sea-

son to remember.  I am very thankful for all of you who have organized and 

supported these events.  Your participation helps us to provide a wide variety 

of learning opportunities for our children.  

 

 Fort Island has also received support from other community partners 

this year. Project A.I.M. High donated 23 computers, monitors, keyboards, 

and educational software to Fort Island families this September. The goal of 

this organization is to ensure that all children have access to technology and 

instructional resources.  

 

We have also received $1,000 in grants from other school friendly  organiza-

tions so far this year. Morgan -Stanley, and an employee/parent, provided us 

with a matching fund grant of $500 that was used to purchase resources for 

our Media Center. The Copley -Fairlawn Schools Foundation awarded us a 

$500 teacher grant from that will be used to support our new Kiwanis spon-

sored K-Kids community service club.  Thank You to both of these organiza-

tions for supporting our school.  By the way, if you are interested in helping 

the Copley -Fairlawn Schools Foundation, they are having a Reverse Raffle on 

November 21 st.  Please call Chris McNulty at 330 -664-4800 if you are inter-

ested in tickets and more information.  

 

 Recently some of you have noticed that we have been having techni-

cal difficulties with our phone system.  Dropped calls and poor voice quality 

have been frustrating for all of us!  Communications specialists are working 

on the problem and we hope all issues will be solved soon.  Thank you for 

your patience.  

 

Please remember that students must not be dropped off at school before 8:45. 

This is to ensure their safety because there is no supervision available before 

the school day officially begins. Thank  you for your help with this!  

 

 In closing, the hectic holiday season is almost upon us.  Remember to 

slow down and make time to enjoy special times with your families and ex-

perience the excitement of the seasons through the eyes of a child.  

Points of Interest  

Fort Island is still looking for transla-
tors for conferences, IEP meetings 
and achievement testing. Transla-
tors need to be fluent speaking, 
reading, and writing in both English 
and their native language. If you are 
interested in helping, or know some-
one who is, we would love to hear 
from you! Please contact Miss Hoyt 
at: amber.hoyt@copley-fairlawn.org 
with contact information and the 
language you are able to assist with. 
Thank You! 

The Afterschool Programs Fall session is currently underway and go-

ing great!   The Winter session will begin late January - more details to 

come.  Thanks!  

mailto:amber.hoyt@copley-fairlawn.org


Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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Bagels with Dad 

 

The PTA sponsored a Bagel Breakfast for Dads on October 22nd and 23rd. We had a great time with our dads!! We would like 

to take this opportunity to thank all those who contributed milk, orange juice, yogurt, and cream cheese each morning. A great 

big thank you to our servers and parking attendants each morning; Debbie Forster, Nicole Gerst, Patti Hensley, Beth Jones, 

Myung-Jin Lee, Sylvia Chinn-Levy, Dorathy Martos, Nora McClaren, Kelly Moorhead, Heather Prange, Javan Rench, 

Mr. and Mrs. Shevivan, Connie Tyree, Diane Vrobel, Rene Wells, and Liz Winson.  
 

Thank you to Mr. Whitaker, Mrs. Malick, and Mr. Norman  for their help and support of our PTA. We also would like to 

thank Zippy for driving out each morning from University of Akron, Starbucks Coffee for their generous coffee donation and 
Brueggerôs Bagels for donating a portion of the bagels. Food that was left over each day was donated to Hospice and Haven 

of Rest.  

 

We apologize if we have forgotten a name please know that we appreciated everyone who volunteered. 

ñWOWò is the theme of the PTA Reflection Program this year. Your children have been busy creating art/computer work and 

writing what ñWOWò is to them. I have been thinking of what is ñWOWò to me when it comes to Fort Island, our community, our 

country and family. So here it is: ñWOWò Fort Island has such supportive parents. You give your time, talents, knowledge and 

money to your childôs classroom and the PTA. ñWOWò Copley-Fairlawn is a great place to raise a family. At this time we havenôt 

felt the big blow as other communities during these hard economic times. But some of you have been affected. With the holidays 

coming upon us, remember there are resources out there for you and your family. Reach out and you will be amazed at the support 

you receive.  ñWOWò No matter how the Presidential election turns out, history will be made. Be a part of this precious process 

and vote on Nov. 4.  The students of Fort Island will vote for President during school Nov. 3. ñWOWò my family is healthy, 

growing tall and strong. I appreciate your ongoing support. Take some time to answer: What is my ñWOWò? Hope to see you 

Nov. 17 at the PTA Reflection Art Show, 6:30 ï 7:30. 

 

THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !    THANK YOU !    THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !   

 

*  Elyssa Hilton and the walking club volunteers for supporting the students to walk or run for their health. 

*  Jennifer Matheos and mom for the task of putting together this years Family Directory.  

*  Javan Rench and the many volunteers/donators for the successful Bagels with Dad days. 

*  To the Dads and students for supporting the recycle program during Bagels with Dad. 

*   Zippy , you were wonderful surprise for the students. 

*  Moms in Touch for treating the teachers/staff to dinner during Teacher Conferences. 

*  Book Fair volunteers for helping students select special books to read. 

*  Nancy Jones  and everyone who participated in making a successful Sally Foster fundraiser. 

*  Mrs. Worthington and Mrs. Hatch for their support of the Reflection program. Your time and effort are greatly appreciated.   

*  Mrs. Malick , you are a saint. PTA could not function with out you. We appreciate all of your time and patience.  

*  Mr. Whitaker for your continued support of PTA. 
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Thank you to all of you that have submitted your box tops to our school.  As our fall submission date 

approaches, we have collected over 4800 box tops.  This amounts to a total of $481.20 worth of box tops 

to date.  We also were able to collect 112 of the target box top sheets so we have earned another $336 in 

free money for Fort Island!  Thank you to all that have submitted sheets and/or your address information 

so that we could accumulate this free money!  

 

Current Promotions for November: 

Giant Eagle Bonus Box Tops ï For the month of November 2008, buy 5 participating brands with your advantage card and 

instantly receive 20 bonus box tops at the register.  

Participating products are:  Pillsbury Grands Flaky Twists Biscuits (5,8ct), Sweet Rolls (5,8ct), Pizza Crust, Crescent Rolls 

(6,8ct), Create ón Bake Cookies (16.5oz), Place óN bake Crescent Rounds, Ready to Bake! Cookies, Yoplait Go-Gurt, Go-

Gurt Fizzix, Kids Yogurt Drink (6pk), Kids Yogurt, Trix lowfat Yogurt. 

Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and we will receive 5 bonus box tops for each registration.  Go to 

www.btfe.com/2008 for additional information. 

 

I would like to say thank you to Theresa Rowe for assisting in the picking up, clipping, and getting the box tops ready for our sub-

mission. 

 

Thank you for your continued support!! 

 

Donna Collins   BTFE Coordinator   Djcollins34@yahoo.com 

 

 

Giant Eagle Apples for the Students: 

Earn even more money for our school by signing up your advantage card under 

the Apples for Students program.  All you need to do is sign up and the rest is 

done for you.  Please follow these easy steps to sign up! 

 

Sign up for the Giant Eagle Apple for Students Program 

Go to www.gianteagle.com 

Click on Savings, then click on óApples for the Studentsô on the left side of the screen 

Sign in or register with your advantage card information 

Click on óEnroll in Apples for the Students, or check your current selectionsô 

You may need to click the óApples for the Studentsô again 

Enter in the school code of 1868 and click Search 

Once you see Fort Island Primary, click óAddô 

Youôre done! 
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Holiday Shop 
 
 This year our PTA will hold Holiday Gift Shop for our students at Fort Island Elementary.  Holiday 

Shop will be held December 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  Each class will have the opportunity to shop at school during 

their designated shopping date and time.  This is not a fundraiser, but a service for the students.  Tri-C Dis-

tributors will provide us with enough gift items to hold the sale.  The gifts are priced from approximately 25 

cents to $5.00.  Some of the gifts offered will be jewelry, coffee mugs, candles, tool kits, key rings, small toys, 

etc.  More information will follow later in November. 

 

Susan Strandberg and Lisa Snuffer, Holiday Shop Co-Chairs 

Reflections  
 
The Reflections program theme for the 2008-2009 year is ñWOW!ñ  The students will be interpreting through their art what 

ñWOW!ñ means to them.  This topic is open to interpretation and creativity.  The Reflections Program is an arts education program 

that is sponsored by the PTA and supported by our teachers and administration.  The objective of  Reflections is to enhance school 

arts programs in one or more arts areas:  visual arts, photography, music, and literature.  This year the PTA has decided to focus the 

program in the areas of visual arts, photography, and literature. The students will be completing projects at school, but may also 

enter a work of art from home.  No art may exceed 24 inches by 30 inches, including a mat and may not exceed 3/8-inch thickness.  

For further information and participation rules, please refer to the previous flyers distributed or www.pta.org / (800)307-4PTA 

(4782). 

 

All entries are due to Fort Island Thursday, November 6, 2008.  Reflections Art Show viewing will take place at Fort Island from 

6:30-7:30 PM, November17, 2008. 

 

Susan Strandberg and Joanne Caton-Frank, Reflections Co-chairs 

Thanks to everyone who donated a salad, dessert, bread, or beverage for the September 
25th Conference Dinner:  Chris Brucken, Sharon Dente, Laura Fahringer, Javan 
Rench, Kathy Deagan, Lamar Ostich, Julie Foltz, Nicole Gerst, Lisa Consilio, Beth 
Kirk, Amy Dawson, Tracy Eck, Liz Timm , and Barb Varley . 
 

For the October 23rd Conference Dinner, the Moms-in-Touch group provided items for a baked potato and salad 
bar, complete with desserts.  Thanks to the many volunteers who contributed to this delicious meal: Jackie Bren-
nan, Chris Brucken, Lamar Ostich, Julie Rovelli, Christa Freyhof, Nelda DiRocco, Camille Bendick, Tracy 
Eck, Charlotte Woofter, Emily Semmelroth, Kathy Deagan, Chris Denholm, Kristine Fonte, Dee Painter, 
Javan Rench, Susan Strandberg, Megan Gehring, Mindy Beck , and Cheryl Henderson . 
 
Thanks again to the amazing ladies who donated the food.  You help make Ft. Island a great place!! 
 
Chairs--Kelly VanScyoc and Jamie Signorino 

Birthday Book club and Hospitality  
 
 
Total for the birthday book club was $787.00   Hospitality:   Veteran's Day is scheduled for Tuesday Nov.  11th. 
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Go Green Update 

The Go Green Club teamed up with our Cub Scouts on October to take a tour of Benderôs Farm in Cop-

ley.  Our students had the opportunity to learn some new things about how the food we eat is grown.  For 

example, the students visited the farmôs greenhouse, where tomatoes and peppers were being dried for 

seed for next yearôs harvest.  They also met a young pig who, they were told, will end up as bacon and 

sausage.  There were a few wide eyes in the crowd as the implications of this sunk in!   

 

Thank you so much to the parent volunteers who helped to make this field trip possible:  Debbie Forster, 

Liz Winson, Christie Bowser, Heather Madden, and Dedra Green.  Your help and support were much 

appreciated.   

 

 The Go Green Club will meet again on the third Wednesday in November.  If you would like to enroll your child in Go 

Green, please call Beth Britton at 330-864-6983 or email BTBritt@aol.com.   

 

 Thanks also go out to the ñBagels for Dadsò volunteers who worked so diligently to host a green event.  They went the 

extra mile by making sure that all recyclable trash was handled appropriately, and all fruit and vegetable scraps were set aside for 

composting.  Thank you all for your efforts.   

 

 Until next time, here are some ways that you can support Go Green: 

Å Please continue to drop your empty ink cartridges in the recycling box in the lobby.   

Å Please drop your empty Elmerôs glue sticks and bottles in the ñGlue Crewò bin in the lobby. 

Å Whenever possible, please turn off your vehicleôs engine while you are waiting in the carpool line.   

Å Continue to bring your newspapers, magazines, corrugated cardboard, and paperboard (e.g., cereal boxes, tissue 

boxes, etc) to the big green dumpster in the school parking lot.  Not only does this save trees, water, energy, and emissions, 

but it also earns some income for the school. 

 

FYI:  For those of you who have switched to using compact fluorescent light bulbs at home, thank you.  CFLs are longer lasting 

(up to 5 years per bulb) and use less energy than incandescent bulbs.  However, proper disposal of these bulbs is important due 

to small amounts of heavy metals contained in the bulbs.  When your CFLs burn out, you can take them to the customer service 

desk at Home Depot for recycling.  Best of all, itôs free!   

Sophia Muratori, grade 4, room 126   

Sally Foster Fund Raiser Update 

Thank you to all of the families and friends who helped make this a wonderful sale. The orders 

have been submitted and will be delivered to your child at school on November 5 th. 

We are about $800 shy of our goal. If you would still like to participate and help Fort Island you 

can order online at www.SallyFoster.com  and use our school account number 912468. We will 

receive 50% of everything purchased and every order counts.  

http://www.sallyfoster.com/
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Thank You!!   We would like to thank everyone who supported our October Market Day sale.  We had 54 

orders which gave our school a profit of $287.20!  Thank you also to Kim Carothers, Bonnie Owens, Rene Wells, 

Connie Tyree and Elaine Asper for volunteering your time at this monthôs sale. 

 

November is PIE BONUS DAYS!  Market Day is pleased to bring back November Bonus Days.  This includes earning 

more profit with Pie Bonus Days. Check your order sheet for the listing of delicious pies and desserts.  Donôt forget our 

ñFrequent Buyerò program running October through February. 

 

We will again be taking pie donations to help the Fairlawn Kiwanis fill Christmas baskets for local families.  Also, the 

children will have an opportunity to help with this event by donating their spare change in our annual ñPennies for 

Piesò.  Please watch for the flyers filled with all the information coming home soon in your childôs book bag. 

   

Supporting our school is easy!! 

 

Kathleen Mozik   

330-670-9857 

CONFERENCE DINNER 
 

The PTA will be providing dinner for our staff on November 6. 

 

We have decided to provide lasagna and salad.  If you are interested in providing a salad, dessert, or beverage for the 

dinner, please return the sheet below to your childôs teacher by November 3.  Additional information will follow regard-

ing delivery time of the donated items.  If you have any questions, please contact Jamie Signorino (signori@uakron.edu) 

or Kelly VanScyoc (kvanscyoc@adelphia.net). 

 

Thank you for helping us provide a delicious meal for our staff! 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

I can provide the following for the November 6th dinner: 

 

______ Salad _______ Dessert  ______ Case of bottled water _______ 12 pk. of pop 

 

_____________________________________________     ___________________ 

Name                                                                                      Phone 

 

____________________________            _____________ 

E-mail address                                     Childôs room number 
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Walking Club  
 

I would like to thank everyone who helped out with walking club this session.  We had over 25 parents come to hand out 

and punch cards and support the kids.  There were around 100 kids walking for a total of over 615 miles. Thatôs all the 

way to Providence Rhode Island from Akron.   20 of those kids walked over 10 miles and 3 walked over 15 miles.  None 

of this could have been accomplished without the help of all the volunteers, Mrs. Malick, Mrs. Forster and Mr. Whitaker.  

I canôt wait to see how far we go after the spring session. 

 

Thanks again, 

Elyssa Hilton 

School Climate Committee Chair 

                          PTA COUNCIL DELEGATE NEEDED  

Duties:  attend Council mtg on 1 st Wednesday of each month, 9:30 am, HS 

               report to FI PTA the Monday after council, 9:15 am and 10:00 am 

               be a member of PTA Council Scholarship committee which meets in May. 

                      Contact Debbie Forster, 285-7069 by November 7  

REFLECTION  ART  SHOW  

November 17  

6:30 ð 7:30  

(childõs classroom) 

FLU/COLD SEASON 
Stay healthy by: washing hands, sneeze in elbow/tissue,  

drink plenty of water, get plenty of sleep, and eat healthy food  
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Submit Articles to: 

Jessica Vargo at 

vargoj@eocumc.com 


