
Dates to Remember  

12/1  NO SCHOOL/Fall Break  

12/3 -5 Holiday Shop  

12/4  Winter Music Program  

7:00 pm, HS, 2/4 grade   

12/5  Mid -Term Reports  

12/8  PTA Mtg. 10:00 a.m. 

12/16  Board of Education Mtg. 

7:00 p.m. 

12/17  Market Day 5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Go Green Mtg.   

12/19  Holiday Parties, 2:30   
K-Kids Mtg.   

12/22 -

1/4  

Winter Break  

Principalõs Corner . . . Mr. Whitaker 

Tepee Talk 

Published by the Fort Island 

Primary School PTA 
December 2008  

Principal  Secretary  

Bob Whitaker  Maryann Malick  

 

 

PTA President Editor  

Debbie Forster  Jessica Vargo 

Points of Interest  

We apologize for changing the 

student incentive for the Sally 

Foster Fundraiser, but it was 

necessary due to safety con-

cerns. We did have an alterna-

tive activity that we hope was 

just as exciting and fun. Thank 

you for your support and under-

standing our position on safety 

for everyone!  

  

Thank You,  Bob Whitaker  

 

Winter Music Program  

 Do you have a VHS recorder?  

 Can you tape the Winter Music  

 Program December 4 ?  

 Send a note to Miss Timbrell.  

Thanks so much to the many volunteers who donated salad, dessert, pop 

or water for the November 6th Conference Dinner:   Julie Happel, Shannon 
Pangas, Lisa Consilio, Nicole Gerst, Camille Bendick, Kelly  VanScyoc, 

Cathlin Pusateri, Theresa Rowe, Caroline Evans, Beth Kirk, Kathy Lip-
kin, Jodi Mirman, Tammy  Eblen, Javan Rench, Michelle  Williams, and 

Ranjiha Jay Kiunal .  A special thanks to Javan Rench for allowing us to 

use her chafing dishes for all the conference dinners this year.  The teachers 

really appreciated all of your hard work!!  
  

Jamie Signorino and Kelly VanScyoc, Chairs 

Dear Fort Island Family,  

 

 Wow it has been an exciting year so far at Fort Island Primary!  This 

past week we held our very first PTA Reflections Art Show and we had another 

terrific show of parental support.  I was very impressed with the childrenõs 

skill in writing, visual arts, and computer and I know that all of the parents 

were too.  Thank you to our PTA for hosting what I hope will become another 

Fort Island tradition.  

 

 The snow outside my window reminds me that winter is here for real 

now.  Please remind your children to wear their coats and hats to school for 

recess.  If you would like to allow your child to play in the snow, they must 

wear snow boots, not hiking boots or tennis shoes so that their feet will stay 

dry.  Snow pants are required for making snow angels.  A cold wet child will 

not learn much in the afternoon!  

 

 I would also recommend that families discuss a òsnow planó in case of 

bad weather after school.  Who has a key to the house?  Where will you go if 

no one is home when the bus drops you off?  Who will you contact to let you 

family know where you are?  The answers to these questions will give every-

one peace of mind on some of our snowy Ohio days.  

 

 Do not forget that the Winter Music program for 2 nd and 4th grades is 

on December 4 th at Copley High School.  I hope you can attend and enjoy the 

beautiful voices of the children.  Have a wonderful holiday season with family 

and friends and I look forward to an amazing 2009 with your children.  



Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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 Tôis the season of snow, family, friends, giving and receiving. All of these can bring you joy or just stress you out. We, as 

parents, can take this opportunity to teach our children the benefits of giving to others. How about shoveling a neighbors driveway, 

visiting a nursing home or singing Christmas carols. It could be donating hats and mitten for the Giving Tree, Kiwanis Can Food 

Drive or Coins for Compassion. May be working at a shelter, giving to Goodwill or The Salvation Army.  Giving doesnôt always 

mean money, it could be giving time to others.   

 ñWOWò Did you see the art work and literature at the Fort Island Reflection Art Show? There were many creative works 

of art. Congratulations ! to the classroom winners and to every student for their participation. 

 

THANK YOU !   THANK YOU !  THANK YOU !   THANK YOU ! THANK YOU !  THANK YOU ! 

 

*  Room Moms for the fun and healthy Halloween parties. 

*  Luan Haas and Miss Shepard for the Dare/Care week activities. 

*  Leslie Stoyer for writing the OMNVA grant for Early Ohio Days.  

*  Liz Timm  for writing the Hidden Valley grant. 

*  Jamie Signorino,  Kelly VanScyoc and volunteers for the delicious Conference Dinner food. 

*  Jami Brookhart and volunteers for a successful Book Fair. 

*  Hospitality  committee for providing the Veteranôs Day reception. 

*  Baking committee for providing baked goods for the Reflection Art show. 

*  Susan Standberg and Joanne Frank for putting together such a successful Reflection Art Show. 

*  Mrs. Worthington, Mrs. Hatch, Mrs. Shepherd, Mrs. Coffee, Mrs. Cadnum, Mrs. Burtoft for their participation and sup-

port of the Reflection program. It was a success because of you. 

*  Classroom representatives during the Reflection Art Show for keeping an eye on the classrooms. 

*  To the Fort Island students for participating in the lunchtime waste collection program. Could we be doing better at how 

lunches are packed and what is thrown away? 

*  Stacy Eager and Rene Wells for the After School Programs and Instructors  for the wonderful fall programs. 

*  Mr. Whitaker for your continued support of PTA.  

Thank You to all of the volunteers who provided baked goods and or lemonade for our first 

annual Reflections Art Show. Kelly Vitrano, Susan Strandberg, Tammy Eblen, Kathy 

Lane, Javan Rench, Amy Dawson, Laura Fahringer, Teri Hamsher, Echo King, Beth 

Kirk, Lori Kenyon, Kathryn Milligan, Lamar Ostich, Chris Brucken, Karin Chen, 

Elyssa Hilton, Belinda Darr and Shannon Pangas . 

 

Thanks everyone for helping to make this night extra special .  

RECYLE COLLECTION  
- Classroom papers  

- Newspapers  

- Corrugated cardboard  

  (broken down)  

- Cereal, tissue, etc. boxes  

- Phone books  

PTA IS COLLECTING  
- Box Tops 

- Acme Receipts  

- Empty ink cartridges  

- Pop tabs  
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Congratulations to Jared Linn  for winning the 1GB USB Flash Drive.  

 

We have been able to collect and submit over $1300 to date!  Thank you to all that continue to sup-

port our school and submit box tops. 

 

Current Promotions for December 

Giant Eagle Bonus Box Tops ï For the month of December 2008, buy 10 participating brands 

with your advantage card and instantly receive 30 bonus box tops at the register.  

 

Participating products are:  Chex Mix Bars, Curves Chewy Granola Bars, Fiber One Chewy bars, Nature Valley Granola 

Bars, Betty Crocker Fruit Gushers, Fruit Shapes, Fruit by the Foot, Fruit by the Foot Crazy Feet, Fruit by the Foot Mini 

Feet, Fruit Roll-Ups, Fruit Roll-Ups Crazy Pix, Fruit Roll-Ups Mini Rolls, Fruit Roll-Ups Fruit Stickerz, Chex Mix, Pop 

Secret Popcorn, Cheerios Snack Mix (7.5,8oz), Pillsbury Ready to Bake! Cookies (16ct), Create ón Bake Cookies 

(16.5oz), Yoplait Go-GURT, Go-GURT Fizzix, Kids Yogurt Drink (6pk), Kids Yogurt, Trix Lowfat yogurt, Totinoôs 

Pizza Rolls Brand Pizza Snacks, Mega pizza Rolls. 

 

Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and we will receive 5 bonus box tops for each registration.  Go to 

www.btfe.com/2008 for additional information. 

 

Submit 10 box tops at any one time between now and December 12th to be entered into a drawing for a 4 pack of tickets to 

Rockin Robinôs Amazone Entertainment Center. 

 

I would like to say thank you to Theresa Rowe for continuing to assist in the picking up, clipping, and getting the box tops ready for 

our submission. 

 

Thank you for your continued support!!                    

 

Donna Collins   BTFE Coordinator   Djcollins34@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Giant Eagle Apples for the Students:  
Earn even more money for our school by signing up your advantage card under the Apples for Students program.  

All you need to do is sign up and the rest is done for you.  Please follow these easy steps to sign up!  

 

Sign up for the Giant Eagle Apple for Students Program  

Go to www.giantealge.com  

Click on Savings, then click on ôApples for the Studentsõ on the left side of the screen 

Sign in or register with your advantage card information  

Click on ôEnroll in Apples for the Students, or check your current selectionsõ 

You may need to click the ôApples for the Studentsõ again 

Enter in the school code of 1868 and click Search  

Once you see Fort Island Primary, click ôAddõ 

Youõre done! 



Coins for Compassion runs Monday, November 24th  thru Tuesday, December 16!  

 

Coins for Compassion is a Fort Island PTA program that gives our children a chance to help 

others in the Fort Island family. Kids donate their spare change  into a collection jar. That 

money is then given to Fort Island families in need  during the holidays.  

 

Parent volunteers will be in the lobby during lunchtimes November 24th thru December 16 collecting change. 

Any child who donates may write their name onto a strip of paper, which will make links for a festive chain dis-

played in the lobby.  

 

Help your child by suggesting chores they can do around the house to earn change, or maybe they can put the 

money they spend for a treat instead towards the compassion jar! Or, if they have any leftover change from the 

Holiday Shop,  they can donate that to Coins for Compassion. However they choose  to do it, they will feel 

good helping others!  

 

Any questions, or if you would like to volunteer to collect change, there are still a few dates open. Please 

call co -chair Kris Denholm,  330 -668-0982, or Jami Brookhart, 330-666-3907.  

 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING FORT ISLAND  FAMILIES!  

Mark the dates!  

Holiday Shop 
 

The PTA will be sponsoring Holiday Shop December 3 rd , 4th , and 5th .  The teachers have sched-

uled their students for a time during those days to shop.  We will send the money envelopes and 

your class shopping date notice home with your child by Wednesday, 11/26/08.   

 

Susan Strandberg and Lisa Snuffer, Holiday Shop Co -Chairs  

Fort Island will be collecting canned goods, toys, gloves, mittens and new toys 

again.  We start after Thanksgiving and items will be collected on December 

19th .  This event is sponsored by Kiwanis & the police department  
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PTA Website address is www.fortislandpta.org .  If you 
would like something posted on the website please email 
it to me at vince_fonte@hotmail.com 

Character Trait Skyline Is Taking Shape 
 Visitors walking by Miss Timbrellõs room will notice a skyline taking shape as our students continue to 

òbuild character one story at a timeó! Each time a student receives a Character Trait citation, a paper brick or stone 

is hung up in their honor. One skyscraper is nearly complete, and ground will be broken on a new skyscraper just 

as soon as more children are caught in the act of doing good!  

 

 Parents, please feel free to honor a student yourself! When you see a child at Fort Island exhibiting one of 

the 10 character traits, please complete a citation and drop it in the collection box in the school lobby. (You canõt 

miss it ð it looks like a skyscraper!) Citations can be found in the PTA mailboxes, located in the office. Look for the 

box marked òCharacter Traits.ó As a reminder, the traits are compassion , courage, courtesy, diligence, honesty, 

integrity, responsibility, self -discipline, self -respect  and tolerance . 

 

 Our most recent Character Trait award recipients are:  

 

 Lewis Adkins ð Courtesy  Anna Marie Jones ð Honesty 

 Alec Austin  ð Tolerance  Lucas Jones -- Tolerance  

 Carolina Biffe ð Courtesy  Joseph Kalthethaler -- Tolerance  

 Drew Brucken ð Responsibility  Jaime Kent -- Tolerance  

 Abby Chen ð Honesty Justin Knight -- Responsibility  

 Samantha Darr ð Responsibility  Yurig Kusano  -- Tolerance  

 Matthew Dente ð Courtesy & Responsibility  Joshua Laird -- Courtesy  

 Jaylon Doss ð Courtesy  Aardra Menon -- Tolerance  

 Logan Fickes ð Tolerance  Jared Miller ð Honesty & Integrity  

 Nathan Foltz ð Responsibility  Leah Miller -- Responsibility  

 Kody Greene ð Honesty Maddie Milligan -- Tolerance  

 Sydney Greene ð Courtesy  Jillian Neal -- Courtesy  

 Hope Gregory ð Responsibility  Logan Ohlin -- Honesty 

 Reed Hensley ð Honesty Parker Ohlin -- Tolerance  

 Jovani Ibrahim ð Courtesy  Hannah Oldham -- Tolerance  

 Sean Jatich ð Honesty Nathan Ost -- Tolerance  

 William Johnson ð Tolerance  Jelani Queener ð Honesty 

 Anna Rosenthal ð Diligence  Brandi Warden ð Courtesy  

 Otis Sibley ð Compassion  Aidan Werner -Morden ð Tolerance  

 Savion Sibley ð Responsibility  Ann Yan ð Courtesy  

 Alyssa Sporup ð Tolerance  Trevon Young ð Compassion  

 Gary Sutherland ð Compassion  William Zheng ð Tolerance  

 Sarah Thomas ð Tolerance  Jordan Ziss -- Compassion  

 Brianna Treharne ð Responsibility  Natalie Vrobel ð Tolerance  
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