
Dates to Remember  

1/5  Return to school  

1/6 -9 DIBELS Testing 

1/12  PTA Mtg. 10:00 

1/15  End of Second Grading 

Period  

1/16  Records Day/NO SCHOOL 

1/19  MLK Day/NO SCHOOL 

1/21  Go Green Club mtg  

1/23  Report Cards Go Home  

1/28  Market Day/5:30 -6:30 

1/31  K-Kids mtg  
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When you buy your First Night Akron tickets at Acme make 
sure to use your Acme Card.  We get the FULL  dollar amount 
of the tickets for Community Cash Back.   
  

Please keep the Acme receipts coming in, every little bit helps 
toward raising money for our great PTA. 

Dear Fort Island Family,  

 

 Welcome to 2009!  I hope your Winter Break was refreshing and peaceful.  This past 

fall Fort Island introduced a new program that we feel will have a very positive impact on 

the achievement on our students in grades 1 -4.  It is called Title I.  

 

 Title I is a federally funded program that allows us to provide targeted academic as-

sistance to students that qualify.  Students qualify based upon their classroom perform-

ance and standardized assessment data, such as the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 

Literacy Skills (DIBELS) and the Ohio Achievement Test, to rank and serve students based 

on need. We then provide a variety of opportunities to receive support before, during, 

and after the school day with our Title I tutors.  

 

 Our two new Title I tutors are Mrs. Carr and Mrs. Huffman.  They are licensed teach-

ers and they have been working very hard with the students and teachers to build lessons 

that correlate with the Ohio Academic Content Standards and regular classroom instruc-

tion.  Due to the fact that this instruction can often be provided in a small group setting, 

the tutors can tailor the delivery so that each child will be able to experience success.  

We will continue to monitor our results and develop the program as we grow.  

 

 You may have noticed the new òbuzz inó security system on our front door. All visi-

tors to our building are now required to push the button and identify yourself before be-

ing allowed to enter. Once you are recognized, we will release the door so that you can 

report to the office to sign in and receive a visitorõs badge. I know this may take time to 

get used to, but please be patient. This new system will provide one more layer of secu-

rity for your children every day.  

 

 Enjoy the beautiful winter season and donõt forget to read to your children every day! 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

 
Outstanding Educator  

of the Year!  
Mrs. Dodd  

 

Helping Hands 

Nancy Jones  



Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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PTA HOLIDAY SHOP  
 

The PTA sponsored Holiday Shop for the students December 3rd through December 5 th.  Thank you to all the parents, grandpar-

ents, teachers, and students for their participation in making this yearõs Holiday Shop a wonderful event. 

 

We would also like to thank Mr. Whitaker and Mrs. Malick for their help and support of our PTA.  .  The Holiday Shop would 

not run so smoothly without the dedicated volunteers.  We would like to thank you all for your help in making Holiday Shop a 

success:  Debbie Forster, Barb Varley, Deanna Sutherland, April Stransky, Echo King, Susan Buchanan, Wendy Young, 

Dorathy Martos, Tina Ridings, Meghan Gehring, Cathy Savage, Jill Royka -Kline, Elyssa Hilton, Cathlin Pusateri, Sherry 

Ohlin, Kris Denholm, Javan Rench, Rose Gabrielle Foti, Becca Borrell, Dawn Murray, Julie Foltz, Sue Bailey, Amy Daw-

son, April Talley, Mindy Beck, Beth Jones, Beth Cook, Kristine Fonte, Tracy Eck, Michele Burke, Lauren Link, Kathy 

Deagan, Valerie Wright, Luxi She, Carey Sporup, Sherrie Jones, Dominique Pejnovic, Camille Bendick, Connie Tyree, 

Elyssa Hilton, Nicole Gerst, Beth Kirk, Valerie Taylor, Kristine Basnett , and Sharon Bowers . 

 

We apologize if we have forgotten a name.  Please know that we appreciated everyone who volunteered.  

 

We wish everyone a very Happy New Year!  

 

Susan Strandberg and Lisa Snuffer 

2008 Holiday Shop Co -Chairs  

Happy Holiday and Happy New Year! While our children are out of school during this season enjoy the time hav-

ing fun in the snow, playing board games, reading or just talking. The busier our lives are the less time spent do-

ing the little things as a family.  I would like to thank everyone who has been any part of a PTA event or spent any 

time in a classroom so far this year. The children of Fort Island are so blessed to have the involvement of so many 

parents. Be safe and I hope to see many of you at the January 12 PTA meeting, 10:00am.  

 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  
 

*  To the students who brought in their change for Coins For Compassion. Many Fort Island families will have a 

special holiday because of you.  

*  To those who sent in hats, mittens, gloves, toys and can food. You have made a childõs holiday brighter. 

*  Susan Strandberg and Lisa Snuffer for a successful Holiday Shop. The looks on the childrenõs faces as they 
were selecting that special gift for someone was precious.  

*  Miss Timbrell for a festive Winter Music program.  
*  To the many bakers and Hospitality for providing the tasty treats after the Winter Music program.  

*  Beth Britton and the many volunteers for assisting students in separating their lunchroom trash.  It was amaz-
ing to see the amount of recyclables that did not end up in a landfill.  

*  K-Kids Club, Kristine Fonte, Mindy Beck, Lisa Consilio and Blair Lampner for all that you have been do-
ing for the community this holiday season. Your holiday singing brought joy to the residents of Sumner on 

Ridgewood.  

*  Nancy Jones and volunteers for putting together a fun and exciting assembly at the end of Sally Foster.  

*  To Mr. Whitaker and Mr. T. for being such good sports about having whip cream pies thrown at them during 
the Sally Foster assembly.  

*  CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs. Dodd  the Outstanding Educator of the Year and Nancy Jones the Helping Hands 
winner.  
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Pig Races, Chair Taping and Pie Throwing  
what a great way to end a successful Sally Foster fund raiser.  

 

A huge THANK YOU to Mr. Whitaker and Mr. T for being such great sports and being targets 

for the kids. Everyone had fun at our assembly.  It turned out Great!  

 

A big THANK YOU also needs to go out to all the kids for conducting themselves so well during 

the races and the assembly. Congratulations to all the winners!  

 

THANK YOU to all the parents and teachers for helping before and during the assembly, it went 

very smoothly and we couldnõt have done it without you.  Last but not least THANK YOU to Home 

Depot for donating all the tape used to attach the chairs to the wall.  

 

Nancy Jones  

 

Above: Chair Taping  

 

Above: Mr. Whitaker and Mr. T covered in pies  

 

Above: Pig Races 


