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Dear Fort Island Family, 

 

January was such an exciting month for America and the students at Fort Island. Together 

we celebrated the inauguration of our first African-American President, who also hap-

pened to be the choice of the student body when they voted in our Mock Election this 

fall. The children were able to witness this historic event and discuss its significance with 

their classmates as America passed the reins of leadership to the next generation. Re-

gardless of whom they voted for, I know they were all proud to be Americans! 

 

There are several events taking place in February that you will want to make note of. 

First, our 4th graders will be participating in the National Assessment for Educational 

Progress (N.A.E.P.) administered by the U.S. Department of Education and the Ohio De-

partment of Education on February 4th. You should have received a flyer about this last 

month. This is not a “high stakes” test like the Ohio Achievement Test that will be given 

in the spring and the students will not receive individual scores and results. The N.A.E.P. 

collects academic data in math, reading, and science from students across the country 

which is then used to review the educational progress of students at particular grade 

levels. I know that our students will do well. For more information, you can follow this 

web link: http://nces.ed.gov/NATIONSREPORTCARD/ 

 

Valentine parties will be on Friday the 13th this year and all parties begin at 2:30. Please 

do not start before this time so that the teachers are able to finish their planned lessons 

prior to the festivities. Don’t forget some healthy treats to go along with the sweets! 

 

Our new door buzzer system has been very well received by parents. We would like to 

pass on a bit of insider advice though; the door does not “buzz” when it has been re-

leased from inside. Just pull on the door after you have been recognized and invited into 

the office so that you do not have to wait out in the cold. Once you are here, please re-

member that you should only visit for your stated purpose. This is for security and conti-

nuity of instructional time. We love to see all of our volunteers, but classrooms cannot be 

disrupted by visits the teachers and students are not expecting. A better time to visit 

with the teachers would be on our final Conference Night on February 19th. Conferences 

start at 4:30 and end at 8:05. 

 

Don’t forget to read with your child every day. It is a smart investment in their future… 

no matter what the economy looks like! 

A Note from the Cafeteria: 
We understand that occasionally lunch money will be lost or forgotten. We do not like to have children charge their lunch, but 

no student will go without a lunch. A charged lunch will consist of a cheese sandwich, fruit, vegetable and milk.  If this happens, 

a note is sent home for repayment. No student may charge a snack and students may no longer charge milk or water. They may 

use the drinking fountain in these instances. Thank you for your assistance and understanding! 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

COSI on WHEELS 

March 5 & 6 

Volunteers needed for this 

hands on science program. 

Look for more information   

to come home soon. 

http://nces.ed.gov/NATIONSREPORTCARD/


Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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We are in a new year, we have a new president of the United States and PTA is on the way with it’s many programs. 

President Obama has asked each of us to “do our duty.” Think about what your duty can be. Duties to ourselves/
children - What can you  do to improve and enrich your child/children’s education, health and well being? Duties to 

our nation – How can you serve in your school, church and community? Duties to your world – What can you do to 

save our natural resources? Do you recycle, reduce, reuse? During January students were asked to participate in 

“Random Acts of Community” Winter Wonderland of Service project. It is heart warming to see how many stu-
dents shoveled snow, donated items, made things and helped others in the community. In the next few months you 

will have an opportunity to lend a hand with many PTA events – Movie Nights, Valentine Parties, COSI on Wheels, 

Right to Read Week, Family Fun Night, TV Turn Off Week, Family Fitness Night, Plant Sale, Morning with Mom, Staff 

Appreciation, School Picnic and Field Day. Consider what you can do to participate. 

 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

 

* To Kris Denholm, Jamie Brookhart  and the many volunteers that collected the lose change for Coins for 

Compassion. 

* To the room moms for organizing such fun and healthy Holiday parties. 

* To everyone who has participated in Market Day, Box Tops, Acme and SCRIP so far this year and hope for 
your continued support of these on going fundraisers. 

* To Susan Strandberg for preparing the Reflection art work to be sent to Columbus for further judging at the 
state level. 

* To Miss Cutillo for giving PTA 2 star banners and posters, the banner was used at the Reflection Art Show. 

* To the students who opened there hearts to performed Random Acts of  Community.  

* To Mindy Beck, Nora McClaren and Erin Grosenbaugh for show casing the students Random Acts of Com-

munity, 

     Winter Wonderland of Service project. 

COMMITTEE   CHAIR   OPENING 
 

Morning with Mom  --   May 6 & 7 

- if a chairman is not found, PTA can not sponsor this event 

Contact Debbie Forster if you are interested 

debforster@neo.rr.com or 285-7069 

Winter Wonderland of  Service 
 

Fort Island students did a great job helping out in the community!  Our Winter Wonderland display quickly filled up 

with good deeds written on decorated snowballs. Thanks to our students and parents for finding ways to help oth-

ers.  We hope that you had fun in the process.  Also thank you Mrs. Worthington, Mrs. Heil, Mrs. Malick, and 

Mr. T. for your help.  

 

Nora McClaren, Mindy Beck and Erin Grosenbaugh 

mailto:debforster@neo.rr.com
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The Piggy-Banks Are Now Empty!!!!!! 

   
A big thank you to the students of Fort Island who contributed their spare change to Coins for 

Compassion! Kids emptied the change in their pockets and piggybanks at lunchtimes and gave 

$400 this year, which may be a record! Combine the change with an anonymous donation of 

$500, and Fort Island families gave $900 this year! That certainly made the holidays of several 

Fort Island families a little brighter! 

  

A BIG thank you to the volunteers who collected change for 3 weeks in November and Decem-

ber: Beth Wade, Nelda DiRocco, Echo King, Nora MacLaren, Kathy Deagan, Julie Smith, 

Erin Grosenbaugh, Amy Dawson, Barb Varley, Tina Ridings, Julie Rovelli, and Kristine 

Fonte. You are appreciated! 

  

Another thank you goes to my counting buddy and co-chair, Jamie Brookhart, who so faithfully 

counted millions of pennies with me. Thank you Jamie! 

  

Of course thank you to Miss Sheppard for caring and working on this project with us!  

  

Fort Island students can be very proud of how compassionate they are. Thank you all and 

happy new year. 

  

Kris Denholm 

Co-Chair, Coins for Compassion 

Reflections 
 
Fort Island PTA was able to send 8 entries to Columbus for the 2009 Ohio PTA Reflections competition.  We now 

have to wait with anticipation to hear how our students finished at the state level of competition.  Sometime in Febru-

ary or March, we will receive a report that will be sent to our PTA Council informing us of our results.  We wish our 

participants well at this level of competition and appreciate your patience as we await the results. 

 

Susan Strandberg, Reflections Chair 

Right to Read Week is scheduled for March 9 – 13 

Some of the activities will include the popular Mystery Reader from last year, a fun challenge to all Fort Island stu-

dents to read lots of books during the week, and a book donation drive.  Please start to set aside some gently used 

children’s books to donate to an Akron Public School and gently used books that would interest adults to the Bat-

tered Women’s Shelter.   Any questions can be directed to Camille Bendick, Charlotte Woofter, and Kathryn 

Milligan. 
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We have continued to do a wonderful job collecting box tops this school year.  All of you 

have submitted over $1600 worth of box tops!  Your effort is greatly appreciated. 

 

  Current Promotions for February 2009 

Giant Eagle Bonus Box Tops ï For the month of February 2009 (2/1 ï 2/28), buy 5 

participating brands with your advantage card and instantly receive 20 bonus box tops 

at the register.  

 Participating products:  Chex Mix Bars, Curves Chewy Granola Bars, Fiber One 

Chewy Bars, Nature Valley Granola Bars, Caribou Coffee Bars, Betty Crocker Fruit Gushers, Fruit Shapes, 

Fruit by the Foot, Fruit by the Foot Crazy Feet, Fruit by the Foot Mini Feet, Fruit Roll-Ups, Fruit Roll-Ups 

Crazy Pix, Fruit Roll Ups Mini rolls, Fruit Roll-Ups Stickerz, Chex Mix, Cheerios Snack Mix (7.5,8oz). 

 

Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and we will receive 5 bonus box tops for each registration.  Go 

to www.btfe.com/2008 for additional information. 

 

Submit 10 or more box tops at any one time and be entered into a drawing to win a 4 coupons for a free 

game of golf at the Rinky Dink Family FUN Center.  You will also receive 4 coupons for buy one get one 

free for the Go Karts, golf, inflatable, or bumper boats.  All submittals are due by February 27, 2009. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Donna Collins  TFE Coordinator   Djcollins34@yahoo.com 
 

 

Giant Eagle Apples for the Students: 
 

We currently have 53 supporters that have registered and are earning points for our school.  If you have not 

registered, please take a few seconds the next time you sit down at the computer and follow these easy steps to 

sign up! 

 

Sign up for the Giant Eagle Apple for Students Program 

Go to www.gianteagle.com 

Click on Savings, then click on óApples for the Studentsô on the left side of the screen 

Sign in or register with your advantage card information 

Click on óEnroll in Apples for the Students, or check your current selectionsô 

You may need to click the óApples for the Studentsô again 

Enter in the school code of 1868 and click Search 

Once you see Fort Island Primary, click óAddô 

Youôre done! 
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Recycle, Reduce, Reuse  FAMILY FUN NIGHT  

March 20, 2009  
Can you help out?  

Needed:  Ticket sale chairman  

Games chairman 

Cake Walk chairman  

Contact Kathy Harbaugh  

kathyharbaugh4472@att..net   

Katrina Houk  

666 -5217  

PTA IS COLLECTING 
 

- Box Tops 

- Acme receipts 

- Aluminum can tabs 

- Empty ink cartridges 

- Empty Elmers glue  

- bottle/sticks 

send them into school 

CONFERENCE DINNERS 
 

The PTA will be providing dinner for our staff on February 19. 

 

We have decided to have a soup and salad spread.  If you are interested in providing a salad, soup, dessert, or beverage for one 

of the dinners, please return the sheet below to your child’s teacher by February 9.  Additional information will follow regarding 

delivery time of the donated items. 

 

Thank you for helping us provide a yummy, home-cooked meal for our staff! 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

I can provide the following for the February 19th dinner: 

 

 

______Salad _______ Dessert  ______ 12 pk. of bottled water _______ 12 pk. of pop 

 

______Soup (in a crock pot)  _______ Bread 

 

 

_____________________________________________     ___________________ 

Name                                                                                      Phone 

 

____________________________           ____________________ 

E-mail address                                                 Child’s room number 

mailto:kathyharbaugh4472@att..net
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Congratulations to Our Most Recent Character Builders! 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received Character Trait awards. You continue to build 

character one story at a time, and we are so proud of you! 

 

Grace Beck – Responsibility 

Tyler Bowers -- Honesty 

Juliana Braman – Compassion 

Vanessa Braman – Courtesy 

Daniel Brennan – Self-Discipline 

Cameron Brown -- Compassion 

Brownie Troop 291 – Responsibility 

 

Emily Caton – Honesty 

Andrew Choi – Compassion 

Jack Dawson -- Compassion 

Daniella DiCosimo – Courtesy 

Elyse Endres -- Diligence 

Clark Evans – Diligence 

Sydney Green -- Responsibility 

Jacob Grom – Integrity 

 

Rachel Hilton – Compassion 

Kate Holland – Compassion & Honesty 

Sean Jatich -- Honesty 

Leah Jones – Courtesy 

Avery King -- Courtesy 

Mitchell Kirk – Compassion 

Tyrique Kirkland – Honesty 

Chang-Seok Lee – Courage 

Juyoung Lee – Courtesy 

 

Kristen Mason – Compassion 

Nick Matheos – Compassion 

Justin Mize – Diligence 

Jacob Morgan – Honesty 

Jillian Neal – Diligence 

Madison Newton – Compassion 

Megan Newton -- Diligence 

Hannah Oldham – Compassion 

Catie Pusateri – Self-discipline 

 

Sam Restivo -- Courtesy 

Micah Semmelroth – Self-discipline 

Maria Signorino – Responsibility 

Hannah Silket – Diligence 

Courtnie Stetz – Compassion, Courtesy & Integrity 

Sydney VanScyoc – Compassion & Courtesy 

MOVIE NIGHTS COMING SOON  
 

Grab your pillows, blankets and family.  It’s time for some entertainment.  Fort 

Island Cinemas will be open for business on February 13th for grades K-2 and 

February 20th for grades 3 & 4.  Doors will open at 6:30 and the shows will begin 

at 7:00.  Check backpacks for information on what will be showing. 
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COPLEY FAIRLAWN 

KIWANIS 

 
January 7, 2009 

 

 

Fort Island Parents/Market Day Program 

496 Trunko Road 

Fairlawn, OH 44333 

 

RE:  Holiday Assistance Program 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

 Once again the Copley Fairlawn Community has rallied together to make the 2008 Holiday Assistance  

Program a huge success. With your help, the Kiwanis Club distributed food to 87 families comprised of 397 total  

individuals, which includes 236 children. In addition to an enormous amount of food, each family received an Acme 

gift card and, with special thanks to you, one or more frozen apple pies. 

 

 On behalf of Copley Fairlawn Kiwanis, Let me express our most sincere appreciation for your support, as 

well as the find community spirit that you and everyone connected with the school system have shown for so many 

years. 

 

 Thank you. 

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 William R. Baird 

 Community Service Committee Chair 

 Copley-Fairlawn Kiwanis 

ACME CASHBACK  

 

Continue to send in your Acme receipts. CASHBACK provides 5% rebate for all Acme store brand merchandise (including Acme 

Fresh Market, Dining -in, Domestix, Food Club, Full Circle, Paws, Top Care Top Crest, and ValuTime products). Receipts dated 

9/28/08 thru 2/21/09 are eligible.  

Turn unwanted games, puzzles or clothes into a wanted item for our school!  

 

Do you have unwanted games and puzzles? If so, we sure would love to have them for our indoor recess game cart.  
Also, if you have any larger sizes of sweat pants that our students might need as a quick change of clothes when they 
get wet on the playground.  Thank you  



The Go Green Club  

Invites all Fort Island Families to Take the  

2009 Cafeteria Challenge  
Did You Know????  

4 -6 barrels of trash are generated each day in the Fort Island cafeteria.  
Much of our trash consists of juice boxes, milk cartons, and uneaten food.  
All of our cafeteria trash is hauled to a landfill.  
Many landfill wastes, even food, never break down because they are not exposed to 
oxygen, light, and water.   
Families can help reduce our cafeteria wastes (and save on the family food bill!) by 
taking a few simple steps.   

 

Our Goals:   

1)  To reduce our daily production of cafeteria wastes by 25 percent  

2)  To encourage at least 50 percent of Fort Island families to participate  

 
ATTN:  GO GREEN  

Yes!  Our family will join the Fort Island 2009 Cafeteria Challenge!  

 
Student name(s)__________________________________________________________________ 
Grade(s) & Room #(s)____________________________________________________________ 
 
To help reduce the amount of trash produced in the cafeteria, our family will do the follow-
ing (please check as many as apply):   
 
_______ Use a reusable lunch container instead of disposable bags.  
_______ Send beverages in a reusable bottle instead of juice boxes/pouches.  
_______ Send sandwiches and other lunch foods in reusable containers.  
_______ Use washable/reusable cloth napkins instead of paper napkins/towels.  
_______ Pack only as much as my student(s) can eat at one meal.   
_______ Encourage my student(s) to bring home what they do not eat.   
_______ Encourage my child(ren) to bring back recyclables for home recycling.  
_______ Pack snack foods in recyclable containers, rather than pre -packaged  
   individual serving sized bags.  
_______ ________________________________________________________________________ 
  (please write in your own waste -reducing practice, if applicable)  

_______ Our students usually buy lunch at school.  We will participate by doing  
  the checked items at home instead.   

Please fill out the bottom portion and return it to school by January 31, Attn:  Go Green.  Watch for updates 
in the Tepee Talk newsletter.   

Sumit Articles to: 

Jessica Vargo at 

vargoj@eocumc.com 


