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Principal’s Corner ... Mr. Whitaker

Dates to Remember

3/5-6  COSIon Wheels Dear Fort Island Family,

3/9 PTA Mtg. 10:00 a.m.

I know that it is still winter, but have you noticed how “green” Fort Island is

3/9-13  Rightto Read Week becoming? “Going green” means many things and at Fort Island we are trying to do

3/11 K-Kids Mtg. our part to teach students about conserving our valuable natural resources.
Bd. of Ed. Mtg 6:00 p.m., HS
3/18 Go Green Mtg. You may have read about our Go Green Club that started last year and has
] continued to grow this year. This group meets monthly to learn about recycling and
3720 End 9f Thll'd. resource conservation. They then plan activities and carry out a project related to their
Grading Period lessons. Recently, they began the Fort Island Challenge to encourage families to create
3/20 Family Fun Night less waste in daily lunches. Mr. Nor.m.an has already noticed a differer.u.:e in the volume
5:30-8:00 p.m. of our trash. Another Go Green activity encouraged our car pool families to turn off

their engines while waiting so they can conserve fuel and cut greenhouse gasses.

/23 Walking Club Thanks to Mrs. Britton for teaching this group.

3/24 Spring Pictures

. . Other green activities we are promoting are the new paper recycling bin that

3/25 Market Day/5:30-6:30

Arket Lay accepts all paper and cardboard and the printer cartridge collection. We also have

3/26 Kindergarten Registration collected used plastic bags and bottle caps. Fort Island students know that everyone
8-11 a.m. & 12:30-3 p.m. can do their part to help our planet.

We have had many family themed activities this year too. We recently con-
cluded our annual Family Movie Nights sponsored by PTA. They were a lot of fun and
we ate tons of popcorn! Family Fun Night is coming up on March 20, 5:30-8:00. Be sure
to get here early for an evening of food, games and laughter. Right to Read Week is

o
Reminder coming up March 9th-13th. See below for more information from PTA. Please take ad-
. ) vantage of this opportunity to help us support the love of reading for our students.
Kindergarten packets are avail- Don’t forget, reading is an investment in their future!

able in the office. Kindergarten
registration will take place in the
Copley High School Multi-

Purpose Room. Time change Family Fun Night

is now 8:00-11:00 & 12:30- Just a reminder to save the date: Friday, March 20, 2009, from 5:30-8pm.

3:00. Park in the student lot We will be having our annual Family Fun Night, with food, games, prizes, jumpers and
and follow the signs. of course the yummy cake walk. Watch for more information about tickets. If anyone

is interested in helping, please contact one of us. We can always use more help to
make the event run smoothly.

Kathy Harbaugh 330 671-8855 and Katrina Houk 330 666-5217
'm

Right to Read week is scheduled for March 9-13th. Some activities will include the popular mystery reader from last year,
a challenge to read lots of books during the week, and a book donation drive. More information will come home soon. In the
meantime, start saving gently used books to donate and keep reading! If you have any questions please contact Kathryn Milligan,
Charlotte Woofter, or Camille Bendick.
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Message from the PTR President, Debbie Forster

Did you see all of the Black History posters in the school lobby and hallways? What a wonderful way to celebrate
the history of so many important people. I was so impressed in how well done the posters were and the number of
students that participated.

The month of March is full of educational and fun activities for Fort Island students and families to participate in. The
first is COSI on WHEELS, a hand on science exhibit, March 5& 6. Remember to ask you child what they learned
about Agriculture they didn’t know before. If you haven'’t volunteered yet contact Kristine Fonte. You will be sur-
prised what you can learn while having fun.

The week of March 9 - 13 is Right to Read Week. Students will enjoy extra reading time, mystery readers each
day, guest author / assembly, book drive for a local school and more. The enjoyment in reading during these early
years is so critical to our children’s success.

Family Fun Night is on March 20, 5:30 — 8:00. There will be games, prizes, mini auction, crafts, jumper, gorilla-
sans island, concession, cake walk, popcorn, cotton candy, Starbucks and more. This is a fun and safe time for all
members of the family. Please consider on helping to run a game or concession so the PTA can continue this fun
tradition. Contact Kathy Harbaugh or Katrina Houk. The success of Family Fun Night depends on your participa-
tion.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
To Miss Cutillo for the Star Banner/posters used during the Reflection Art Show.

Students who helped others by participating in the Wintexr Wonderland of Service program.
To Mindy Beck and Nora McClaren the Winter Wonderland of Service chairs.

* ok X X

Students who created a Black History poster. What a great way to learn about people who helped

make America what it is today.

Room moms for such a fun and tasty Valentine’s Day party.

To Elyssa Hilton for coordinating the two fun Movie Nights.

To Kristine Fonte for serving on the district Founder’s Day committee.

Go Green Club and Beth Britton for collecting and recycling the 1778 plastic bags.

To Jamie Signorino, Kelly VanScyoc and those who provided food for the Teacher Conference dinner.
K-Kids, 3" and 4" graders who donated personal care items for Haven of Rest “Hope Totes”

To Acme Receipts participants and Jennifer Matheos, chairman, for turning in your Acme receipts.

% X X X H X X

To After School Programs chairs Stacy Eager and Rene Wells for putting together another
successful program.

Save the Date: NEEDED

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

. . SPRING CO-CHAIR
Mornlngs with Mom - contact Debbie Forster 285-7069

will be May 6™ and 7"



Congratul ations to Nicole Owen who has won the Frien

We have collected over $500 in box tops just since January 1%, which gives us $1800 worth of
box tops! Thank you to all of you that have registered on the www.boxtops4education.com
site, we have earned extra money just for registering!! We also have earned dollars from
those of you that have shopped at the Marketplace or Reading Room online. Thank you this
adds up fast for everyday type purchases.

Current Promotions for March 2009

e Giant Eagle Bonus Box Tops — During 3/1 — 3/31, buy 5 participating brands with your advantage card and
instantly receive 20 bonus box tops at the register.
*PARTICIPATING PRODUCTS: General Mills Cereals Basic 4®, Breakfast Pack®, Cascadian Farm®
Cereal, Cheerios® Cereals, Cheerios® Tot Pack, Chex® Cereals, Curves® Cereals, Cinnamon Toast
Crunch®, Cocoa Puffs®, Cocoa Puffs® Combo, Cookie Crisp®, Fiber One® Cereals, Golden Gra-
hams®, Kix®, Lucky Charms®, Nature Valley® Cereals, Oatmeal Crisp® Cereals, Raisin Nut Bran,
Reese’ s® Puff s®, Total ® Cereal s, Tri x®, Wheati es®

e Login to the following site to get valuable coupons and register if you have not already done so. We earn
dollars for simply registering!

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Promotions/Default.aspx

e Submit 10 or more box tops at any one time and be entered into a drawing to win a family 4 pack of tickets
to the Akron Zoo. All submittals are due by March 27, 2009.

Thank you for your continued support!

Donna Collins TFE Coordinator Djcollins34@yahoo.com

Giant Eaqle Apples for the Students:

If you have not registered, please take a few seconds the next time you sit down at the computer and follow
these easy steps to sign up to earn free easy dollars for our school!

Sign up for the Giant Eagle Apple for Students Program
e Go to www.gianteagle.com
e Click on Savings, then click on ‘Apples for the S
« Sign in or register with your advantage card information

e Click on “Enroll in Apples for the Stu or ¢
e You may need to click the “Apples for =~ _f ude

e Enter in the school code of 1868 and click Search

e Once you see Fort I sland Primary, <clic

e You’re done!



http://www.boxtops4education.com/Promotions/Default.aspx
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MOVIE NIGHT FUN

Our first movie night for grades K-2 was a success. We had about 70 people including kids, parents and grandpar-
ents come to see Space Buddies take off. Thank you to Debbie Forster, Blair Lampner and Cathy Savage for their
help.

Elyssa Hilton, School Climate Committee Chair

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MOVIE NIGHT!

Over 40 3™ and 4™ graders brought their families for some wild adventures. Everyone seemed to be entertained by Madagascar
2. Thank you to Debbie Forster, Blair Lampner and Mr. Whitaker for all your help. I would also like to thank all the families who
have attended all the movie nights I have put together. Without you, there would be no point. Mr. Whitaker and Mrs. Malick
have been total support. It has been a lot of fun putting these together.

Thank you to everyone,
Elyssa Hilton, School Climate Committee Chair

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

Thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers who contributed food for the teacher conference dinners: Chantal Ergh,
LaMar Ostich, Melissa Ost, Maria Williams, Dominique Pejnovic, Dedra Green, Michelle Williams,
Sarah Restivo, Javan Rench, Lucy Jury, Luan Haas, Melissa Ludwig, Theresa Rowe, Susan Bu-
chanan, Beth Kohmann, Cathy Savage, Elyssa Hilton, Suzette Speight, Amy Siebert, and Nancy
Jones. The teachers really enjoyed the delicious soup and salad supper that you so thoughtfully prepared!!!

Chairs - Kelly VanScyoc and Jamie Signorino

Breakifast as a Part of Learning

Eating breakfast is crucial to a studentds success. Recent
tion and academic performance proves that children need food and good nutrition to perform well in school. Stud-

ies show that eating breakfast gives children the nutritional boost they need to jump start the learning process.

Eating breakfast is responsible for enhancing learning and improving memory and speed. Children who eat break-

fast:

* Achieve better math and reading scores and * Attend school more often with fewer absences
score higher on standardized tests * Visit the school nurse less often

* Participate in class more often and have
increased attentiveness and less anxiety

* Behave better, having fewer incidences of
disciplinary action



AREYOU READY FOR SPRING?

Walking club is getting ready for its next session. Again, )(\E:/:
we will be walking on Mon, Wed and Fri starting Monday { A / \|/7
March 23™. So, get out your walking shoes! Q‘?@ o
@
GO GREEN 8 RECYCLE ! |
I
~ Newspaper ~ Cardboard |
~ Catalogs ~ Brown Paper Bags :
~ Magazines ~ Mail I
~ Office paper ~ Hard & Soft Books '
~ Phone Books ~ Boxes 4
#
#
e e e e e e e e e — 2
i
Collecting

-El mer 8s Glue Bottlesi (empty)
- Pop Tabs g

- Box Tops

- Ink Cartridges

I T N R T T e B T N N B T R e N R R TR T R T T T

§SCRIP 0 purchase retail and food gift certificates
gMarket Day 0 purchase delicious food for less

é{"‘A"‘A"‘A\‘A‘VAV,{“";{“"){“")l“";{"";{"‘A"‘A"‘A"‘A\‘A‘VAV,{“"){“"){"')i“"){*’A“A’ﬁ{“‘;{“‘;{*‘){vﬁvﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ*fﬂ';&
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! Next PTA MEETING: MARCH 9, 10:00

- - Vote on bylaws & standing rules
| - presentation of 2009-2010 slate of PTA Officers

Come join us !

COSI Volunteers Needed
March 5 & 6
- contact Kristine Fonte
330-668-6874

YEAR ROUND FUNDRAISERS

Consider in participating this month

Nﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁf;

Looking for Opinions on Family Fitness Day

In years past, we have had a Family Fitness Day in the spring during TV Turn Off Week. Many people have conflicts on Saturday
mornings due to kids’ activities. We were thinking of trying for a Friday evening instead. We are also wondering if people en-
joyed the format of the different stations and going to the Land Lab. We are looking for opinions on what day and time is better
and what people would like to have there. Please fill in the form below and let us know what you think.

Thanks!

Elyssa Hilton, School Climate Committee Chair

Friday evening 6-8 Saturday morning 9-11

I like the current format

I would like to see
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Fort Island Students Practice Self-Discipline

Throughout the year, students at Fort Island have been learning about the attributes of 10 different character traits. Each
month, the students focus on one specific trait. In March, that trait will be Self-Discipline. Students are learning about the
motivations for their actions and are being encouraged to give priority to duties and responsibilities rather than to conflict-
ing impulses and desires. They also are being taught to sacrifice present satisfaction when a different, more prudent ap-

proach would allow them to receive long-term benefits.

This month, the following students are recognized for their display of true character. Congratulations, students! Keep up

the good work!

Brandon Anderson -- Responsibility
Drew Beck- Compassion and Integrity
Brittany Bell -- Compassion

Germany Bell -- Courtesy

Jacob Binkley -- Honesty

Ashley Borrell -- Courtesy

MiKayle Bowers -- Courtesy

Jaelynn Burke -- Courtesy

Logan Carothers -- Responsibility
Jack Carroll -- Courage

Emily Caton -- Honesty

Marty Chen — Courtesy

Sydney Dawson-Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Jaylon Doss -- Courtesy

Austin Eck — Courtesy

Nathan Foltz -- Compassion

Zack Gaylord — Compassion

Jacob Grom -- Compassion

Camille Houston — Diligence

Jovani Ibrahim — Courtesy

Anthony Jackson -- Honesty

Janae Johnson -- Courtesy

Tyler Lenke — Self Discipline

Ben Lipkin -- Honesty

Nicholas Matheos -- Honesty and Integrity
Chris McGrew — Compassion

Mason McKinley -- Courtesy

Mason McKindley-Courtesy and Responsibility
Elena Neal — Courtesy

Alexia Ostich — Compassion and Honesty
David Schnechenberger — Courage

Ethan Schutz -- Honesty

Micah Semmelroth -- Integrity

Hailey Silket — Honesty

Sara Vargo — Courtesy

Stanley Xiao — Diligence

Edison Zheng -- Diligence

Tori Zimmerman — Tolerance

COSI on Wheelg

COSlis coming to Fort Island on Thursday March 5th and Friday March 6th. This year's theme will deal with agri-
culture. We are still in need of volunteers. You may choose either day and work morning, afternoon or all day. If
you are able to help please email Kristine Fonte @ kmfonte@yahoo.com or fill out the following form and return to
school. If you choose to stay all day lunch will be provided. It really is a fun day working with the students - we

would love to have you join us.

Name of volunteer

Email

Please circle the times you are volunteering for:

Phone

Child's name and room #

Set up Wednesday March 4th 7-9 pm Thursday March 5th ALL DAY Friday March 6th ALL DAY

Thursday am 9-12:05 Thursday pm 1-3:20 Friday am 9-12:05

Friday pm 1-3:20


mailto:kmfonte@yahoo.com

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

September i Leah Jones
October i Aronno Elahi
o November i Jaren McKinnie
ST —,%/g" December i JT Forster

W&Mﬁ January i Austin Eck

NEW LAW 9 JULY 2009
Children ages 4 - 8 required to use booster seats

In December 2008, the passage of HB 320 expanded Ohio law to require children under the age of 8 and | e:
height to be restrained in a booster seat while riding in a motor vehicle. This is only a secondary offense, which means the
driver must be found to be in violation of another offense, such as speeding, for the law to be enforced.

The reasoning behind the necessity for this law is the dangers found in existing seat belts in cars and trucks. Current re-

straining systems are designed and tested for adults, not children. Due to the location of the seat belts, children ages 4 -8

areatr /i sk for oLap HBé¢lhte $Syuawpdmwemed ri des up a chil dbés abdomen. Lap |
the internal organs of children. Properly securing children with a booster seat reduces the odds of significant injury by 59%

Booster seats are especially effective reducing injuries to the abdomen, neck, spine, back, and lower extremities.

PTA supports this law and will keep you updated on this law as the date gets closer.

K-Kids update

K-Kids has been busy making birdseed biscuits for hospice to place outside of patients rooms, making Valentine games for pa-
tients at Children's Hospital, working to sort food at the Kiwanis food drive, making decorative snowmen for elderly residents of
Copley and making holiday cards for a women and children's shelter. During our February meeting we will be making tote bags
filled with toiletries for Haven of Rest in Akron and writing inspirational messages on 2x4's for Habitat for Humanity to use to build
homes. The children have worked to help a variety of people in our community. If you have an idea for our group please feel
free to jot down your idea and send it through the backpack to K-kids. We are sometimes limited by time and resources but are
always looking for different ways that this group can work to "Build a better world". Also, when the snow melts, be sure to look
for the tulips that the group planted in the island of the front entrance. They should be coming up in Copley's blue and gold col-
ors. Thank you to all the children and parents who work to support this program.

Kristine Fonte, Blair Lampner, Mindy Beck and Lisa Consilio



Submit Articles to:

Jessica Vargo at
vargoj@eocumc.com



