
Dates to Remember 

4/2 Gr. 4 to Columbus 

4/6-10 Spring Break/NO SCHOOL 

4/13 PTA Mtg. 10:00 a.m. 

4/15 Go Green Mtg. 

4/16-17 District Art Show/High 

School Media Center 

4/17 K-Kids Mtg. 

4/20-24 OAT Testing 

4/24 TV Turnoff Week Begins 

Earth Day 

4/29 Market Day 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

5/1 Gr. 4 Early Ohio Day 

TV Turnoff Week Ends 

5/5 Plant Sale 

5/6 Multi-Cultural Day/ 

F.I.R.S.T. 8:00 a.m. A-L 

5/7 F.I.R.S.T. 8:00 a.m. M-Z 

Spring Music Program Gr. 1 

& 3, CHS 7:00 p.m. 

5/11 PTA Mtg. 10:00 a.m. 

5/11-15 Staff Appreciation Week 

5/12-15 DIBELS Testing K-2 

5/13 Gr. 4 Middle School  

Orientation/9:30 a.m. 

Parent Meeting Middle  

School 6:00 p.m. 

5/20 Go Green Mtg. 

5/21 Kindergarten Program  

10:00 & 2:00 

5/22 Gr. 1 Outdoor Ed Day 

Gr. 4 Wax Museum & Castle 

Presentation; K-Kids Mtg. 

5/25 Memorial Day/NO SCHOOL 

5/26 Market Day 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

5/29 Gr. 4 Peninsula Trip 

School Picnic, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

6/1 Field Day 

6/4 Students Last Day 

Principal’s Corner . . . Mr. Whitaker 
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Dear Fort Island Family, 

 

 I hope everyone has a relaxing Spring Break and you are able to get out-

side to enjoy the warmer weather.  Blooming flowers and the crack of base-

ball bats signal the end of a long cold winter at last. 

 

 April is the month when our third and fourth grade students will take the 

Ohio Achievement Tests.  These tests are given annually to assess basic 

skills in core subject areas.  Our students will be assessed in reading and 

math and fourth graders will take an additional assessment in writing.  Test-

ing will take place April 20th for reading, April 22nd for math, and April 24th 

for writing. 

 

 The teachers have been working very hard to prepare the students for 

these tests and families can help too.  Please be sure the children get a good 

nights rest, eat a light breakfast and arrive at school on time.  This will help 

decrease their stress levels.  Encourage them to review their lessons and 

notes a little each night so they are comfortable with the material.  

―Cramming‖ the night before an exam is counter productive.  Remind them 

to use their learning strategies, such as looking for key words, referring 

back to the story for details, rereading the directions, working carefully and 

checking their work.  Simple things such as answering each question and 

putting the answer in the correct space can make a big difference too.  Al-

ways encourage them to do their best and let them know that you are confi-

dent in them.  A positive attitude is a wonderful gift at anytime! 

 

 I appreciate everyone’s help in getting students to school on time and I 

want to pass on a time saving tip that you may find useful if you drop off in 

the morning car pool line.  Most of our busses are here and empty by 9:00.  If 

you arrive after this time, you are permitted to drop your child off at the front 

door instead of waiting in the line.  It is something to consider when the 

mornings are hectic and you are running close to our 9:05 start time. 

 

 Enjoy the spring and do not forget to read to your child every day! 

 

    Sincerely, Robert Whitaker 

FEBRUARY STUDENT OF THE MONTH  
Congratulations – Elena Neal  



Message from the PTA President, Debbie Forster 
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New Recycling Initiative  

Recycle Caps with Aveda 

 

- Collecting bottle caps from common house-

hold items ð soda & water bottles, shampoo, 

detergent,  etc.  (Caps are not processed the 

same way as plastic bottles, etc.) 

- Bring the caps to school and deposit them in 

the box in the lobby. 

 

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SOLUTION  

ACME COMMUNITY CASH BACK NEWS  
  
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to everyone who participated in the 
Acme Community Cash Back program.  This year we earned at total 
of $359.67, which is $61.37 MORE than we earned last year!  
Thanks for supporting this fundraiser, our children benefit from 
every dollar our PTA raises. 
  

Jennifer Matheos - Committee Chair  

What a terrific turn out of volunteers at C.O.S.I. on Wheels. It was really nice to see so many Dads able to help out. 

The kids had so much fun they didn’t know they were learning anything. Another success was Right To Read 

Week. Because of the Book Drive, local children/adults can now enjoy reading as much as your child does. It was a 

great experience for the students of Fort Island to meet Sandra Phillipson, children’s author and her dogs, to learn 

about the creative process. FUN, FUN, FUN, FAMILY FUN NIGHT. I hope your family was able to attend and enjoy 
themselves. This is another event that would not be possible without the help of so many of you. 
 

THANK YOU !  THANK YOU !  THANK YOU !  THANK YOU !  THANK YOU !  THANK YOU ! 

 

* Kristine Fonte and many volunteers who brought the world of Agriculture to life for the students. 

* Nominating committee for putting together a strong slate of officers for 2009/2010. 

* Right to Read Week committee, Charlotte Woofter, Kathryn Milligan and Camille Bendick for organizing 
the student’s activities and book drive. 

* K-Kids for decorating the boxes for the book drive. 

* Mrs. Blackledge for bringing author Sandra Phillipson to the school during Right to Read Week. 

* Mystery Readers, Mrs. Blackledge, Mr. Norman, Mrs. Worthington and Sandra Phillipson. 

* Liz Timm for writing and securing a grant from Masters Garden to be used by the second grade. 

* Go Green Club for collecting the bottles and cans from Family Fun Night. 

* Family Fun Night committee, Kathy Harbaugh and Katrina Houk, and the many volunteers for a fun filled 
and safe night. 

* Key Club for running the games during Family Fun Night, we couldn’t do it without you. 

* To teachers, Miss Morgan, Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Check for helping during Family Fun Night. 

* To teachers, Mrs. Mellon and Mrs. Cadnum for attending Family Fun Night. 

* To our custodians, Mrs. Kline, Mr. Norman and Ms. Bennett for their assistance during and after Family Fun 

Night. 

* Yearbook committee, Robynne McKee, Shannon Pangas and Echo King for putting together this years 
book. 

* Picture Day volunteers for taming the frizzes. 

* To Nancy Jones for organizing the Spring Food Drive with K-Kids, Entertainment Books and Copley Ki-

wanis to help stock the Copley Outreach Food Bank. 

* To the students and families for participating in the Spring Food Drive. 

To K-Kids for their help in collecting the Spring Food Drive donations and distributing the Entertainment 

 Books. 

LAND LAB 

Spring is here, so visit the Land Lab to see what is blooming and what you may hear. 
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Right to Read Week Update:  
 

 

Right to Read Week was a tremendous success!  All of the classrooms exceeded their reading challenge goals set 

by the committee and every student received a free coupon for a chicken sandwich donated by Chick-fil-A.  To-

gether, the kids read over 2000 books or chapters from a book during the week. 

 

We had a huge response for our book donation drive.  The students donated a total number of 1419 books.  Here is 

how the books were distributed: 

 

 Barberton City Schools: 1072 

 Urban Vision: 95 

 Sunrise Assisted Living: 252 

 

Thank you to all students and teachers for their help in making the week so successful. 

Fort Island Students Practice Self -Respect  
 

In April, Fort Island students will learn about the character trait of Self-respect. Students are encouraged to consider 
the person within themselves, to realize their worth and dignity as human beings and to account for their strengths as 
well as their weaknesses. As people grow in respect for themselves, their respect for othersô worth will increase, as 
well. 

 

This month, the following students are recognized for their display of true character. Congratulations, students! Keep 
up the good work! 

 

Brianna Andersen ï Compassion 

Sophia Atienza -- Honesty 

Mia Barker ï Honesty 

Drew Beck ï Honesty 

Mikhye Bowers ï Compassion 

Emily Bowman ï Compassion 

Juliana Braman ï Honesty 

David Britton -- Courtesy 

Logan Carothers ï Self-Discipline 

Marisa Casto ï Compassion 

Brandon Crawford ï Diligence 

Sydney Dawson ï Courage 

Vincent Fonte -- Integrity 

Rachel Fox ï Responsibility 

Lauren Hilty ï Compassion 

Alison Jones ï Honesty and Responsibility 

Rachel Knoll ï Honesty and Responsibility 

Natalie Labbe ï Responsibility 

 

Josh Laird ï Diligence 

Aaron Lampner -- Compassion 

Grace Lipkin ï Self-Discipline 

Emma Marlborough ï Courtesy 

Maddie Milligan ï Compassion and Courtesy 

Sean Murphy ï Courtesy 

Emily Nguyen -- Courtesy 

Logan Ohlin ï Honesty 

Alexia Ostich ï Honesty and Responsibility 

Kyle Sanders -- Compassion  

Otis Sibley ï Compassion 

Anthony Signorino -- Honesty 

Austin Snuffer ï Courtesy 

Gary Sutherland -- Honesty  

Sarah Thomas ï Compassion 

Ben Vrobel ï Integrity 

Kimberly Winson -- Honesty 
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Go Green Update 
By Beth Britton 

 

Cafeteria Challenge 

 The 2009 Cafeteria Challenge is well underway.  So far, 125 students have regis-

tered to participate.  We are about halfway to our goal of 50% participation.  If your family 

has not registered yet, you are still welcome to do so.  Just fill out and send in the Registra-

tion Form included in this month’s Tepee Talk.  Even if your students usually buy lunch at 

school, you can still participate by adopting ―greener‖ mealtime practices at home. 

 Not that it’s a competition, but if it were, the first and third graders would be win-

ning!  They are tied with 34 registered students each.  The second graders are in the run-

ning with 31 registered.  Hey, fourth graders!  Are you going to let them get away with that? 

 The best news about the Cafeteria Challenge is that we are beginning to see some 

results!  Mr. Norman reports that we have reduced our daily trash output by nearly one full 

barrel.  Great job, Fort Island!  Keep up the good work! 

 

Shopping Bags 

 The Go Green Club held its second annual plastic shopping bag recycling day on February 18, 2009.   

About 2 big barrels full were collected.  Members of the Go Green Club counted each and every bag—that’s 1,778--

before they were taken for recycling.  You can recycle your plastic bags easily when you shop, because most of our 

local grocery stores now have collection bins at the entrances.  Thank you to all the Go Green parents who helped 

to deliver the bags to recycling bins! 

 While recycling your plastic bags is a better option than throwing them away, a better option still is to carry 

your own reusable bags when you do your shopping.  Many retailers are now selling their own reusable shopping 

bags, usually at a cost of $1 or less per bag.  I can personally recommend the bags sold at JoAnn’s on Medina Road.  

They are nice sized bags with long straps, a firm base, and a Velcro closure. 

  

Recycling Opportunities 

 Plastic bottle caps often pose a recycling problem.  Because most community recycling programs are not 

equipped to handle bottle caps and lids, these often end up as litter in our environment, where it becomes a hazard 

to wildlife.  The Aveda Corporation is now accepting plastic bottle caps and lids for recycling.  We now have a cap 

recycling bin in the lobby underneath the showcase.  We are collecting bottle caps are made of rigid plastic, such 

as caps from water and pop bottles, milk jugs, laundry detergent bottles, ketchup bottles, etc.  A big ―thank you‖ 

goes to Miss Cutillo for taking the lead on this project! 

 Best Buy is advertising free recycling of most consumer electronics and appliances.  This includes PCs, cell 

phones, DVD players, and small appliances such as coffee makers.  There are some exclusions including large ap-

pliances, so be sure to check their website at BestBuy.com/recycling.  If you have large appliances to discard, Sum-

mit County will be accepting them for recycling in April.  Check their website for details:  http://www.saswma.org/

appliance.htm. 

 Ongoing recycling opportunities at Fort Island include:  Ink and toner cartridges, glue sticks and bottles.  If 

you have broken or stubby crayons, don’t throw them away.  A new recycling opportunity will be coming soon.  De-

tails will be in the next Tepee Talk! 

 

òThe greatest danger to our future is apathy.óñJane Goodall 

Technology Turn -off Week : 

 

Technology Turn-off Week will be April 24 –May 1.  Look for information soon about a poster contest.  Back by 

popular demand will be an ice cream social for all kids who have no ―screen time‖ (TV, computers games, DS, etc.) 

during the entire week. 

Mina Hong 

4th Gr. Rm. 126 
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The Go Green Club  

Invites all Fort Island Families to Take the  

2009 Cafeteria Challenge  
Did You Know????  

4 -6 barrels of trash are generated each day in the Fort Island cafeteria.  
Much of our trash consists of juice boxes, milk cartons, and uneaten food.  
All of our cafeteria trash is hauled to a landfill.  
Many landfill wastes, even food, never break down because they are not exposed to oxygen, 
light, and water.   
Families can help reduce our cafeteria wastes (and save on the family food bill!) by taking a 
few simple steps.   

 
Our Goals:   

1)  To reduce our daily production of cafeteria wastes by 25 percent  
2)  To encourage at least 50 percent of Fort Island families to participate  

 

 
ATTN:  GO GREEN  

Yes!  Our family will join the Fort Island 2009 Cafeteria Challenge!  
 
Student name(s)__________________________________________________________________ 
Grade(s) & Room #(s)____________________________________________________________ 
 
To help reduce the amount of trash produced in the cafeteria, our family will do the following 
(please check as many as apply):   
 
_______ Use a reusable lunch container instead of disposable bags.  
_______ Send beverages in a reusable bottle instead of juice boxes/pouches.  
_______ Send sandwiches and other lunch foods in reusable containers.  
_______ Use washable/reusable cloth napkins instead of paper napkins/towels.  
_______ Pack only as much as my student(s) can eat at one meal.   
_______ Encourage my student(s) to bring home what they do not eat.   
_______ Encourage my child(ren) to bring back recyclables for home recycling.  
_______ Pack snack foods in recyclable containers, rather than pre -packaged individual serving  
 sized bags.  
_______ ________________________________________________________________________ 
 (please write in your own waste -reducing practice, if applicable)  
_______ Our students usually buy lunch at school.  We will participate by doing the checked items  
 at home instead.   

Please fill out the bottom portion and return it to school asap , Attn:  Go Green.  Watch for updates  
in the Tepee Talk newsletter.   
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Congratulations to Isaac Haas , he has won the Rinky Dink gift certificates for the February 2009 

drawing. 

 

Donôt forget to continue to save your General Mills Box Tops for Education (you can send them to 

school with your child.) We earn 10¢ for each box top collected. 

 

We have collected over $2,000 this school year! 

 

Current Promotions for April 2009 

Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and you may get additional coupons and shopping information on how to 

earn even more Box tops for Fort Island.  Goto: http://www.boxtops4education.com/EmailNewsletters/ for addi-

tional information. 

 

Submit 10 or more box tops at any one time and be entered into a drawing to win a 6 coupons for a free game of golf 

at the Rinky Dink Family FUN Center.  You will also receive 6 coupons for buy one get one free for the Go Karts, 

golf, inflatable, or bumper boats. This is the last drawing for this school year.  So if you would like a chance at the 

Rinky Dink coupons, all submittals are due by May 1, 2009.   

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Family Fun Night  
 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped make Family Fun Night successful.  The kids had a great 

time playing the carnival games, while munching on goodies of popcorn, cotton candy, pizza and 

candy.  The bouncers were also a great hit again this year.  The Copley Key Club did a wonderful job 

running the games, as usual!  The games would not be possible without their help.  I also want to thank 

all of the parent and teacher volunteers who helped with various activities, such as, concessions, baking, setting 

up, cleaning up and just organizing the event.  A lot of hours of work go into making this event fun and successful.  

A big thank you to the wonderful custodial staff who spent the rest of the night cleaning up, long after our FUN was 

over.  And of course thank you to the teachers who let us use their rooms.  I also wanted to mention several local 

businesses who donated to our event:  Starbucks coffee, Einstien’s Bagels and Pet Supplies Plus.  

Thank you all for coming and enjoying a fun and safe evening with your family. 

 

Kathy Harbaugh 

Note:   We have a few pictures in the office of siblings taken with the Easter Bunny at Family Fun Night, but we do 
not know who they belong to.  If a small sibling had their pictures taken and did not receive the picture please see 

Mrs. Malick. 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped with Cosi on wheels.  It was the help of all of these wonderful 
people who made this event possible.  The children enjoyed learning about agriculture and had so much fun at the 
same time.  Thanks to everyone for taking time out of your days to lend a hand.  
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Mornings with Mom is going to be known as F.I.R.S.T. Breakfast  

Mornings with Mom is going to try something new this year. We are still going to have a morning for moms, or some-
one special, and their children plus we are going to recognize all of the volunteers who help make Fort Island such a 
great school for are children. The dates will be May 6

th
 and 7

th
 from 8:00 -8:45 a.m . We would like to include a slide 

show of pictures with you and your child doing something together. 
 

**********************************************************************************************************  

If you would like to submit a photo of yourself with your Mother  to be featured in the slide show at the F.I.R.S.T. 
breakfast celebration please e-mail photo submissions to: becca592@sbcglobal.net  and use "FIRST Breakfast"  
as the subject in the e-mail.   Printed photos or photos that are on a CD or DVD can be sent in an envelope marked 
"FIRST Breakfast" to the office. Please include your child's name and room number if you would like your photos/discs 
returned to you. Please call Becca Borrell at 330.836.1206 if you have any questions about submitting your photos. 
 
**********************************************************************************************************  

Look for more information and a reservation flyer in your childôs backpack after Spring Break. 

Thank you, F.I.R.S.T. Breakfast Committee. 

Motherõs Day Plant Sale 
Celebrate the special women in your life! 

 
May 5, Tuesday 

 
Students may purchase flowers at a childõs price.   

Save the date, we will need helpers for our shoppers!   
 

Questions:  Sarah Restivo  330.666.2720 
                 Melissa Ford  330.983.9177 

Your Invited PTA Meeting 

Monday, April 13, 10:00 am 

Agenda  

-  Vote on 2009-2010 Slate of Officers 

-  Nominate and vote on an Ohio Achievement Award winners (2)  

(someone who has given long/andor outstanding service to children) 

WALKING CLUB 
 

Students are walking or running all the way to the beach. 
The spring walking club has started. If you are able to 
help cheer on the students any Monday, Wednesday or 
Friday 12:00 ï 1:30 Contact Elyssa Hilton 330-665-1424  

mailto:becca592@sbcglobal.net

