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———— Principal’s Corner ... Mr. Whitaker

571 Gr. 4 Early Ohio Day Dear Fort Island Families,
Midterm progress reports

5/2 Go Green club field trip Spring is finally here and it looks like the thermometer is going to stay above

- Crown Point freezing for a while! This is good news because we have plenty of activities
still planned for the end of the school year. Early Ohio Days, Outdoor Educa-
tion Day, Field Day and the annual Fort Island Family Picnic are all sched-
5/6 F.LR.S.T. 8:00 a.m. A-L uled for May. We also have The University of Akron Percussion Ensemble
and Bicycle Safety presentations on the calendar for the children and Walk-
ing Club is in full swing during recess. (weather permitting.)

5/5 May Flower Sale

5/1 F.LR.S.T. 8:00 a.m. M-Z
Spring Music Program Gr. 1 &

3, CHS 7:00 p.m. . . . L e
This spring is also bringing changes to Fort Island that will impact some of

5/8 K-Kids Mtg. the familiar faces you will see here next year. A reduction in force (RIF) will
5/11 PTA Mtg. 10:00 a.m. affect two district physical education teachers, one of whom is Mr. Tanker-
Staff Appreciation Week sley. These RIF3ds are seniority based a

Agreement. They are not related to performance and when resignations or

5/12-15  DIBELS Testing K-2 retirements occur, Mr. Tankersley will be the first to be offered the opportu-

5/13 New day & Time: nity to be called back. Please understand that we are not eliminating the P.E.
Gr. 4 Middle School program. We as administrators have the responsibility to evaluate programs
Orientation/9:30 a.m. and reduce expenditures in order to operate efficiently and effectively. A RIF
Parent Meeting Middle

is an emotional situation and we understand your concerns. Please know that
we will continue to work within our fiscal parameters and serve your chil-

5/14 University of Akron dren.
Percussion Concert

School 6:00 p.m.

5/21 Kindergarten Spring Program The fall of 2909 will also mark the first time in many years.that Art teache.r
10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. Mrs. Worthington and 4™ grade teacher Mrs. Shepherd will not be greeting
students in the fall. Both of these young ladies have decided to retire at the

5/22 Gr. 1 Outdoor Ed Day end of the year after careers that touched the lives of thousands of children.

Gr. 4 Wax Museum & Castle

Presentation; K-Kids Mtg. (Dond6t worr Y we wi || c.o ntin u e . to have
land.) They have left us with many happy memories and we will miss them
5/25 Memorial Day/NO SCHOOL greatly. We all wish them many happy times with their families and their new
5/26 Market Day 5:30-6:30 p.m. adventures. Our PTA will be sponsoring a reception in their honor and de-

tails will follow.
5/29 Gr. 4 Peninsula Field Trip

School Picnic, 6:00-8:00 p.m. If your house is like mine, softball, soccer, baseball and swimming are now

6/1 Field Day on everyoneds mind because summer i s ju
6/4 Students Last Day weat her and dondét forget to read to you

Report Cards go home

Sincerely, Bob Whitaker

Kindergarten Registration

On Thursday, March 26 Kindergarten Registration was held in the multi-purpose room at the High School. New parents got to

me et Mr . Whitaker, Mr s . Mal i ck, Mr s . Dodd and Mr s. Mar ti Elysshi | e
Hilton, Kathy Lane, Chantal Ergh, Leslie Stoyer, April Stransky and Cathlin Pusateri for volunteering to help promote the

fabulous Fort Island PTA. I appreciate your help.

Sherrie A. Jones



Page 2 Tepee Talk

Message from the PTR President, Debbie Forster

I recently attended the 103™ Annual Ohio PTA Convention in Columbus which reminded me of what PTA is all about,

CHI LDREN. One of the classes | attended was O0Connection Sp
needs isné6t only a child with autism, a child in need of r
guage, student. It includes the needs of child who has asthma, food allergies, has a broken leg or arm or newly

adopted. The need may be for a week or the whole school year. As a PTA, as a member, are we doing everything
possible to meet the needs of these students and families?
This includes artist in residence, cultural arts assemblies or visiting musicians. It also means that teachers require a

cartoon or picture turned in with a writing assignment. For students to write and perform a play or dress up as a

character from a book or part of history. Having a talent show or writing a rap. This type of teaching does require

more from a teacher but it is a fact that by engaging students in different media other than reading a chapter then
testing, students will not only I earn the subject, they wi
teacher already do this? There are Fort I sland teachers wh
time. May they be an example to the other teacher of how to bring the arts into a classroom and not only during art

and music class. Spring is here, the birds are chirping and the flowers are blooming. Change is good!

THANK YOU ! THANK YOU ! THANK YOU ! THANK YOU ! THANK YOU !

* To Sherrie Jones and volunteers for there help during Kindergarten Registration.
To the Garden Club chair Becca Borrell for the flower pots at the school entrance.

*  To the Art Show chairs Julie Smith and Valerie Wright for coordinating the display of Fort Islands talented
artists.

* To Mrs. Worthington for the work she does to bring out the artist in each Fort Island student.
* To Blair Lampner for chairing the District Reflection display at the Art Show.

* To the Fort Island Unplugged/Technology Free Week chairs Camille Bendick, Kathryn Milligan,
Charlotte Woofter for encouraging students to put down the electronics and stay active.

* To the students who participated in the Fort Island Unpluged creative writing contest.

Congratulations tdoshua Wright, who has won the Family 4 pack for the Akron Zoo for the March
2009 drawing.

Continue to save your General Mills Box Tops for Education (you can send them to school with your
child.) We earn 10¢ for each box top collected.

To date we have collected over $2050 this school year!!

Current Promotions for May 2009

e Sign up for the free BTFE email newsletter and you may get additional coupons and shopping information on how to «
even more Box tops for Fort Island. Goto: http://www.boxtops4education.com/EmailNewsletters/ for additional inform
tion. You can continue to use this through the summer to get a jump ahead for submission in the next school year.

Thank you for your continued support!

Donna Collins BTFE Coordinator Djcollins34@yahoo.com



Field Day

On Monday, June 1 Mr. T will be coordinating Field Day at Fort Island School. The stu-
dents look forward to this exciting outdoor event with relay races, water games and

many other fun activities. The morning session is grades K, 1, 2 and the afternoon ses-
sion are grades K, 3, 4. Please have your child bring a change of clothes and a towel.

|l tds possible they may get wet and we wou
for Field Day is Tuesday, June 2. | will be looking for parent volunteers closer to the

date.

Thank you,

Sherrie A. Jones

Fort Island Unplugged took place April 24th - April 30th. Thanks to the students who participated in turn-
ing off all electronics for the week. Hopefully the warmer weather helped! Also thanks to the students
who participated in the Fort Island Unplugged writing showcase. You can check out the entries in the
school lobby. On May 8th there will be an ice cream party for the students who remained technology
free for four days or more. Thank you again for your involvement!

Camille Bendick, Kathryn Milligan, and Charlotte Woofter

What a great turn out we had at the Copley Fairlawn District Art Show. A very special thank you to
Mrs. Worthington for submitting and preparing all of the pieces showcasing our students at Fort
Island. You will be sorely missed next year and we wish you well in retirement. Also, thank you to
Kelly VanScyoc and the baking committee for supplying many dozens of delicious cookies and to
Valerie Wright  for helping set up the art work. All of your help was greatly appreciated.

Julie Smith

Student Physicals ---Physicals will occur on Wednesday, May 20 at Copley High School Gymnasium. The cost of the
physical is $20, and the exam will cover your student athlete for all sports occurring during the 2009-2010 seasons. The
exams will begin at 5 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Dana Addis at
dana.addis@copley-failawn.org Physical forms are available online at www.copley-fairlawn.org and at the school athletic
offices.



mailto:dana.addis@copley-failawn.org
http://www.copley-fairlawn.org/
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Fort Island PTA
Cordially invites you to a
Retirement Reception for
Mary Jo Worthington and Cathy Shepherd
May 20, 2009
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Fort Island Multi-Purpose Room

| 8ve had many wonder f ul -threepyedrsatQopleydairiawn. Some of mydandeyt memories
are of helping to develop Early Ohio Day and watching its continuance, creating and art gallery in our conference

room with third grade Matisse style paintings, and partici
fundrai ser . I directed the class of 2010 in creating paint
been pleased to bring in guest artists including Cinda Motter, who designed water colors with third graders, and

Jennie Hutchings, who created | ahala bracelets with fourtt

education day and the second grade overnight experience.

I was honored and humbled to receive the Fort Island and Copley Fairlawn Educator of the Year Awards. This led to
my being chosen as one of the fourteen Summit County teachers who were recognized for their educational excel-
lence.

My husband, Randy is also retiring after forty-one years with Bridgestone-Firestone. We are looking forward to
spending more time with our children Heather and Wade and our sweet grandchildren Jackson and Lola. We will be
traveling and playing some golf. I will enjoy having time to paint and to work with clay. I will sincerely miss my col-
leagues, children, and families of Copley-Fairlawn.

-Mary Jo Worthington
New Date and Time P L Er L T b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Middle School Orientation _-; March Student of the i
4" grade parents meeting 4 Month &
% i
__ Congratulationsi Macy McAdams :::
s

May 13, 6:00 pm CFMS

A R R R R A A R A
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Cathy Shepherd
Retires

I began my teaching career in 1971 teaching fifth grade at
of 3 /2 years to be home with my two young daughters, Stacey and Emily. When I returned to work, I taught reme-

dial reading-traveling between Fort Island and Herberich Elementary. In the early eighties many districts were

forced to cut their staff due to declining enrollment and lack of funding. I was fortunate to be called back to work

five years in a row to a different position in the middle school. While at the middle school, I ran activities such as

Spirit Club, Super Stars, Yearbook, and | was the girlsd t

In 1986 my oldest daughter was about to enter middle school and a first grade opening came up at Fort Island. I did-

ndt want to hover over Stacey so | took the plunge. Jumpi n
cried a little (ok a lot) and spent many Friday nights though Sundays here at school trying to prepare things for the

little ones to complete in two minutes flat. In February of my first year, I remember getting teary when I realized

they were really reading 6 what a thrill!

Three years later, I took a third grade position still at Fort Island. I loved it. We had plays and hatched eggs and did
crafts d we had a ball. (We learned a little bit, too- that was before Achievement Testing had taken over our teaching
- HA!). It was here that I became passionate about young people and drug and alcohol abuse. One of my greatest
accomplishments was helping to build awareness in our school and community about the dangers that our children
face as they grow older. I like to believe that many programs that help our kids today are in place because of a
small effort I made.

Another neat opportunity arose when enrollment (again) began to change and I was offered an assignment for a

third/ fourth grade split class. It was challenging, but tFh
and forth for a awhile after that between third and fourth grade and another split class. Finally, fourth grade is where

I settled.

WOW! All of this remembering makes me tired. There have been honors and accolades along the way. There have

been frustrations and disappointments. What I cherish most are the visits from former students, invitations to college
graduations, weddings, and baby announcements. What a thri
in ____grade!o6 In the -endjcWwengl eaaheothkedbamihgs and bui
nity. I have been so blessed.

- Cathy Shepherd

Thank you to everyone who provided baked goods for the Art Show at the
high school. Your generosity helped to make this event special.
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F.I.R.S.T. BREAKFAST

O S EoE E
R L CuR A
T A OrRV M
N G I S
DN C
I E
Z
E
S

(Formerly known as Mornings With Moms)

We invite all moms, dads, grandparents and all who have volunteered to help make FORT IS-
LAND such a great school to join us for a fun morning with your children. Enjoy a nice breakfast
and conversation with friends!

Date: Wednesday, May 6" (A-L) or Thursday, May 7™ (M-Z)
Time: 8:00-8:45
Place: Fort Island Primary Gym

We will end promptly at 8:45 so buses can unload and school can begin on time. We hope to see
you there!

I f you havendot already sent in your RSVP pl ease
nancyjones@ameritech.net

Save the Date: i K-kids update
Annual Fort Island School Picnic | K-kids will be helping to plant a butterfly garden
Friday, May 29, 2009 : on Friday May 8th.

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm |

Moteiniogpationioolicu I A special thanks to Nancy Jones for helping to
Chris Brucken & Caroline Evans : make pillows and assisting with the making of

e | fleece blankets for Haven of Rest women's and

children program. This was our March project.



Page 7

GO GREEN UPDATE

By Beth Britton

The Go Green Club was honored to welcome two guests to our April meeting. Lisa Warner, Park Naturalist
for the City of Fairlawn, and her assistant, Karen Flowers, came to teach our students about worm composting.
Worm composting can be done at home, indoors or outdoors, and is a great way to keep kitchen and yard scraps
out of the landfills and sewer systems. Plus, the worms produce a rich, nutritious fertilizer for garden plants. Many
thanks to Heather Madden for running the April meeting.

Our last group activity will take place at Crown Point Ecology Center on Saturday, May 2. Crown Point is an
organic farm devoted to sustainable agriculture and feeding the hungry in our community. Go Green members will
have the opportunity to experience farm Iife in Crown
hosting its annual Summer Farm and Science School this year for students age 6-11. For more information, check out
their website at www.crownpt.org.

We continue to have several recycling opportunities at Fort Island. Recycling bins for printer ink and toner

cartridges, El merds glue sticks and bottles, and plastic

lobby. Paper, paperboard (such as cereal and tissue boxes), and corrugated cardboard can be recycled in the big
green dumpster in the parking lot. The Cafeteria Challenge is ongoing as well. You may join at any time by pledg-
ing to decrease waste of packaging and food and to increase use of reusable packaging.

Help Save the Planet!

New Recycle Initiative
Recycle Caps with Aveda

R le:
rdboard Newspaper i Collecting bottle caps from soda & water
4 bottles, shampoo, detergent, etc. Caps are
J Unk ma" not processed the same way as bottles.

Phone books

i Bring the caps to school and deposit them
- in the box in the lobby.

2009/2010 PTA Committee Chairs Needed

Would you like to be more involved in PTA? Consider becoming a PTA Committee chair or co-chair an event with a friend. Most
of the preparation can be done at home. If you are interested, please return this sheet and return it to school by Friday, May 8.
Please feel free to contact Debbie Forster at debforster@neo.rr.com or Kristine Fonte at kmfonte@yahoo.com if you have any
questions.

Name: E-mail:
Home Phone: Cell:
Can we post your name/phone numbers on our PTA website? (circle one) Yes No

Committee chairs interested in:

n

k


mailto:debforster@neo.rr.com
mailto:kmfonte@yahoo.com
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Jessica Vargo at
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Staff Appreciation Week
May 11- 15

First of all thank you so very much for all who have already signed up to participate in some way during this
week. It is the kindness and generosity of our Fort Island families that make coordinating this week go so smoothly.

Our week will begin in Fort Island's Little Italy- the place where big things happen.

On Monday May 11- The staff will begin their week with a trip to the Italian Riviera where an assortment of home-
made egg stratas and caramel baked french toast as well as mulffins, fruits, coffee and juice will await them at 8:15
am in the staff lounge.

On Tuesday May 12- During lunch hours the staff will be treated to a trip to Tuscany(the staff lounge) where they will
find homemade Italian bruschetta and olives as well as made to order panini desserts.

On Wednesday May 13- The staff will travel to an Italian cafe (the library) where they will enjoy food from various
regions. They will enjoy a variety of entrees prepared by Fort Island Families.

On Thursday May 14- The staff will be treated to an Italian spa day. An assortment of services will be available to
choose from.

On Friday May 15- The staff will enjoy a treat cart where they will enjoy coffee and homemade biscotti. They will
also receive items they have won in the raffle.

In the past we have always done something for the bus garage as well. We are still looking for someone who likes
to get up early to deliver breakfast items to them. Please let me know if you have an interest in helping in this way.

We are still taking volunteers for bringing in food items as well as donations of gift cards or items that we raffle off
for the staff. If you would like to volunteer in any way please contact me either by phone or email-
kmfonte@yahoo.com or 330-668-6874. I am trying to respond to calls and emails as quickly as possible, but please
be patient. Itruly appreciate everyone's help and will get back to you as quickly as possible. There has been an
overwhelming response and I am working to touch base with everyone.

Here is a list of chairs for the specific events. Please feel free to contact them if you have any questions regarding
the events of that specific day.

Breakfast - Liz Timm 330-665-9712

Luncheon - Kristine Fonte 330-668-6874

Spa Day - Susan Strandburg 330-668-6888

Bruschetta/olives/panini day - Sarah Restivo 330-666-2720 and Amy Geiser 330-867-1637

Staff Appreciation Raffle- including gift cards, teacher items, sporting tickets or items, anything you think may be of
interest. Please contact Julie Rovelli 330-670-5380

Thank you to everyone for helping to make this week a success!
Kristine Fonte


mailto:kmfonte@yahoo.com

